FILTON AIRFIELD CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING
NOTES FROM THIRTY-SECOND MEETING HELD AT 
BAE SYSTEMS, AVIATION SERVICES, FILTON ON WEDNESDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2008
PRESENT:-

Alan Haile


-
Airfield Manager, BAE SYSTEMS Aviation Services

Cllr Lew Gray


-
Patchway Town Council

Cllr Eurof Lewis

- 
Winterbourne Parish Council

Neil Higgs


-
Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council

Tim Clarke


-
Bristol City Council

Ian Carr


-
Rolls Royce

Cllr Stan Sims


-
Filton Town Council
Cllr Jan Woodley

-
South Gloucestershire Council

Cllr Sheila Cook

-
South Gloucestershire Council

Cllr Mark Weston

-
Bristol City Council, Henbury Ward

Cllr Brian Hopkinson

-
Bradley Stoke Town Council

Cllr Frank Middleton

-
Stoke Gifford Parish Council

APOLOGIES:-

Tony Duffy


-
Rolls Royce
Cllr Jenny Smith

-
Bristol City Council. Southmead Ward

Cllr Roger Hutchinson
-
South Gloucestershire Council
Cllr Derek Pickup

-
Bristol City Council, 

Trevor Mason


-
Airbus UK
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NOTES OF LAST MEETING – Agreed, with the exception of below:
It should have read in the Bristol City Council Report section that more complaints are going direct to CALF and not possibly more.

2
MATTERS ARISING

CALF Requested Flight Assessment Review
A meeting has been arranged with the CAA to view their evidence on Wednesday 10 December 2008. 

Doug Naysmith Correspondence

Two letters have been received from Doug Naysmith (MP for Bristol North) since the last meeting, one to South Gloucestershire Council and one to Alan Haile regarding helicopter operations.  AH spoke with Western Counties Air Operations Unit (WCAOU) who agreed to respond to DN and the complainant with the details of their operations.  AH also replied to DN.  It was suggested that a representative from WCAOU could be invited to the FACG meeting as required.
A copy of the reply sent to DN by NH had been issued with the Agenda for the committee members to read.  This was a very detailed reply and NH has requested permission from DN to place a copy of his letter and the reply on the website.  In DN’s letter he picked out several lines with various issues from a previous letter from NH in August 2000.  This is focused on aircraft training flights.  The reply to DN sets out all the actions carried out by the committee to reduce the problems.   A table showing the splits between the two councils for circuit training was included in the letter.  When the 50/50% split was introduced, SGC complaints were greatly reduced.   A meeting is to be held between CALF and SGC.  NH explained that the SGC are only involved in planning applications but attend the FACG committee meetings which is beyond their duty.  Bristol International Airport does not hold similar meetings.  

FM asked if the daily landing schedule could be put on the website to inform residents of the operations at Filton.  As this changes hourly AH explained that all of the scheduled flights from Filton are already shown on the website but this list did not include aircraft operating for maintenance or training.   FM thought it best to make the public more aware of what operations are carried out at the airport.     BH replied that this may escalate the complaints, if residents sighted aircraft not on the list.  More details should be put on the website with the information of the split, together with the complaints telephone number.  AH informed the committee that there is already a facility on the website for anyone to contact the airport.
FM suggested that pollution causes complaints from local residents and asked what could be done about this.  NH explained that there were fixed monitoring stations in place.

SC told the committee that Community Group meetings are held at Henbury on a 3 monthly basis and that it may be advisable for a representative from the airport and SGC to attend one of these meetings.  MW added that there is a Henbury Community Council that meets regularly and a representative from the airport would be welcome to attend.  

TC pointed out that in the reply to DN Item No.6 on page 2 North-South 50-50 splits was not an action that was taken in 2000 but much later.

Media Reports

AH informed the meeting that there had been recent reports in the media regarding Filton becoming a public airport and confirmed that there are no such plans and any changes to the current authorised operations would be subject to planning permission.
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COMPLAINTS

Airport

AH displayed the up-to-date 2008 graph of complaints received at the airfield (attached). There have been a total of 19 complaints received so far this year, the majority regarding training aircraft.  BH asked if the noise from the aircraft could be reduced but AH explained that the kits available were not approved by CAA, as they were thought to cause a loss of power in the engine.  FM explained how the Bulldog training aircraft used to feather in when landing which produced less noise.  AH explained that all aircraft reduce engine power when landing but the operators have expressed their intention to procure quieter engines when replacing aircraft.  The committee thought that residents should be advised as these are introduced.
South Gloucestershire Report

SGC have received 9 complaints since the last meeting, for light aircraft, helicopters and 2 for the Spitfire.  NH explained the spitfire operation to the complainants.  Residents are concerned an aircraft will crash over residential areas but AH explained that all pilots are trained how to land in the case of engine failure and that they would have sufficient time to reach the airfield or open ground.  SC thought people’s perception is that the airport has become run down which causes them concern.
NH stated that the changes to the circuit direction weekly had halved the complaints and that residents noticed an improvement.  
Bristol City Council Report

TC has continuing correspondence from CALF together with complaints from residents.  The main focus is low flying, below cloud base.  TC thought it would be a good idea if residents could gain information from the website of weather conditions.  AH explained there was a link on the airport website to the Met Office.  
FM asked why there seemed to be a lull in a particular week in June.  AH thought it could be due to the circuit change or bad weather.

The website address is www.bristolfilton.co.uk and the link to email Filton Administration is on the Local Forum page.
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AIRFIELD ACTIVITES

Movements

AH showed the Movements Graph (attached) for 2006, 2007 and 2008 so far.   The numbers in 2008 have decreased which is probably due to the bad weather in the summer and also the present financial climate.   Corporate movements have increased slightly with General Aviation movements down slightly.   The number of movements for 2008 is expected to be approximately 25,000 by the end of the year, which is down on 2007.
Fly2help

On 7th September this year, aviation charity Fly2help hosted an event at Filton Airport in conjunction with Rolls Royce, to provide a thrilling day for 16 children and their families, all of whom live with serious illness and disability.  The day was a great success and was thoroughly enjoyed by the children.  A big thank you to the Airport Fire Service for their participation in this event.
New Apron Update

The new apron is now in place and operational.  The fencing around the new boundary is almost complete.  Blast deflectors are due to be positioned and the new radio systems/controls are in service.  A new radar system will be installed early next year.

MK Airlines/Air Livery

MK Airlines continue to operate at the same level with only a 5% reduction on 2007 movements.  MK plan to increase their fleet in 2009/10.
Air Livery has been carrying on their business as usual and are looking to increase the throughput of aircraft to utilise their facility at capacity.
Aeros

Aeros are now under new ownership.   They are planning to improve the business and introduce new aircraft, this is unlikely to see an increase in the number of movements but provide a better quality of service to their customers.
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 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Group Membership
There are 18 members included in the Group Membership.  The committee felt that changes should be made to this.  The Mall representation should be removed and one extra member should be elected to the Bristol City Council representatives to balance the numbers.  It was confirmed that should any member be unable to attend an agreed substitute could be sent.  MW asked the committee if a member of the Henbury Community Council could attend the meetings and it was decided that this should be discussed at the next meeting and also establish whether the selected representatives on the group are adequate.
Regional Spatial Strategy

AH is concerned that the housing areas allocated in the South Gloucestershire are directly under or adjacent to the runway approach and departure areas.  There are planning issues with the consideration of the airfield.   The plans for housing at the western end of the runway will impact on the operation at the airfield.  Considerations should be made with the airfield noise contours included in the decision.  SGC have challenged the number of houses planned.   NH speaks on behalf of the airport at the committee meetings and the correspondence from Airbus has helped enormously.  Also GKN have made it clear they need the airport to continue their business here.   It is not clear in the Government report how much the airport business is valued.   

Birds in the Approach Area
The airport has problems with the large number of birds attracted to the waste transfer station and the methods of control in the area.  The numbers are increasing now winter is here and it is causing concern.   A meeting needs to be arranged with Viridor to try to resolve the problem.

Discussion took place about the intention of the Severn Brooks Community Partnership to introduce lakes, trees etc. in the Bradley Stoke area.  FM had an email from a member of the community which he would like AH to respond to.  AH explained that there are recommendations by the CAA in their publication CAP 772 for ponds, lakes etc. in relationship to airfields.  
SS belongs to the Bio-Diversity Group in consultation with SGC to discuss the types of birds suitable for these areas.

Airbus Security Gate

The underpass gate security will be transferred to the Airport once the new Airbus gate is put in place and all visitors to the airport should use this gate in future.  
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CHAIRPERSON FOR NEXT MEETING – Stan Sims
MEETING DATES FOR 2009:





Wednesday 25th March





Wednesday 1st July





Wednesday 4th November
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