
FILTON AIRFIELD CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING

NOTES FROM TWENTY-NINTH MEETING HELD AT 

BAE SYSTEMS, AVIATION SERVICES, FILTON 

ON WEDNESDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2007
PRESENT:-

Alan Haile               
-  
Airfield Manager, BAE SYSTEMS Aviation Services

Cllr Lew Gray


-
Patchway Town Council
Cllr Eurof Lewis 

-
Winterbourne Parish Council
Neil Higgs


-  
Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council

Tim Clark


-
Bristol City Council

Tony Duffy


-  
Rolls Royce
Cllr Sheila Cook

-           South Gloucestershire Council

Cllr Roger Hutchinson
-
South Gloucestershire Council
Cllr Jan Woodley

-
South Gloucestershire Council

Cllr Pat Hockey

-
Frampton Cotterell Parish Council
Trevor Mason


-
Communications, Airbus UK

Cllr Stan Sims


- 
Filton Town Council

APOLOGIES:

Cllr Derek Pickup

-
Bristol City Council, Henbury Ward
Cllr Mark Weston

-
Bristol City Council, Henbury Ward
Cllr Brian Allison

-
Stoke Gifford Parish Council
1   NOTES OF LAST MEETING – Agreed.
2   MATTERS ARISING
Calf Sub Group
Two actions from the meeting were:
1.
Flight assessments to indicate the aircraft height levels at locations on the southern circuits.  
The previous 2 planned dates were postponed due to weather conditions.  The assessment is 
now planned for Friday 9 November.  
2.
A video produced by CALF members is to be edited and sent to the Consultative Group for 
discussion.
Planning Guidance – South Gloucestershire Council

NH informed the group that an application for housing at the western end of the runway had been refused by the council on the grounds of noise.
3  COMPLAINTS:

Airport
AH showed the 2007 graph of complaints received at the airfield (attached).  There was an increase during the summer months with 22 complaints being received so far this year.  SS informed the group that the local residents he has spoken to fear the airport will disappear under a housing estate.  SC commented that the population has changed around airports.  A concern was raised that there should be better communication when people are purchasing houses in and around the area and there should be evidence from the airport included in any planning application.   A further comment raised the point that the Northfield planning approval meeting is to be held this week and perhaps plans should be drawn up to advise buyers that they will be living near an airfield.   Complaints are focused on training flights and are not usually from newcomers to the area.   The complaints telephone line number should be put in the telephone directory.
South Gloucestershire Report 
NH reported that South Gloucestershire Council gather information on a yearly basis, April to April, but 6 complaints received since the last meeting.
Bristol City Council Report

TC informed the meeting that a petition had been raised and signed by local residents regarding the flight training and this had been handed into Bristol Council.  A partial copy of the petition was shown to the group and TC advised that a full copy could be sent to committee members if required.  TC also mentioned that an article regarding the circuit flying over Bristol had been placed in the Evening Post, a copy of which was shown to the Committee.  

A further suggestion was that as a large number of complaints were regarding the training flights that perhaps a representative of the company could be invited to a future meeting to discuss circuit heights etc.  AH mentioned that the flight assessment is taking place on the 9 November and this may give the information required.   An extraordinary meeting will be held after the assessment to discuss outcome and any actions will be reported to the Committee members.

It was noted that ultimately residents do not want aircraft flying over their houses due to noise and suggestions from members regarding circuit heights and direction and the frequency of the direction change were the main points to be dealt with.

A complaint was also received regarding 747 engine testing on the runway.  AH explained that the engine tests were necessary to complete maintenance tasks and that the positions of the tests considered the conditions and distance to local residents.    

4  AIRFIELD ACTIVITIES:

Movements
AH showed the movements graph (attached)  for 2005, 2006 and 2007. The movements are lower that in 2006 with current figures suggesting a total of around 27,000 movements for the full year. AH suggested that bad weather in the first half of the year had resulted in the reduced movements. 
Air Ops
The airport has planned to install a new computer management system which will give a more efficient management system for aircraft operations and improve the data that can be provided.  Plan is

 to install by end of November.
Great Western Air Ambulance
AH updated the group on the discussions with Great Western to base air ambulance helicopter at Filton.  The helicopter will be operational during day time and two response vehicles will cover the on call 24 hours a day.  Final details have yet to be agreed and AH will update the group further at the next meeting.  TC asked whether they will provide information regarding the helicopter movements.  AH will arrange to obtain proposed movements by the next meeting.
Dragonfly Executive Air Charter
Dragonfly is an executive air charter service that is based at Cardiff.  The company has agreed to a hanger space for one aircraft at Filton to enable maintenance etc on  the aircraft systems.
A350

TM informed the group that funding has now been agreed for the initial surveys for the building infrastructure proposed at Filton.  Full plans are still not complete and therefore building locations and size are yet to be agreed.  The plan for a risk sharing partner is still ongoing and decisions will be made during 2008.
Northfield
AH stated that the decision on the Northfield development will be made on 8th November.  Plans for the relocation of the airfield equipment and aprons are in place and work should start early in 2008.
Fire Training

A request to base a fire training rig at Filton has been received by AH.  This rig will use carboniferous fires for personnel to gain some realism from the planned training.  The proposal would include training with the county fire services.  AH has held preliminary discussions with the training company and is waiting for a full proposal.  However there are concerns regarding the production of smoke from the rig and SC mentioned that Avon and Somerset already have training rigs in place.  AH will inform the meeting of any progress.
5  TERMS OF REFERENCE/GUIDELINES FOR AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE  

    COMMITTEE
AH informed the group that minor changes had been included in the Terms of Reference.  No  other amendments were put forward.  A request was received regarding other named members of the local council’s parishes and wards to attend the meeting as a replacement for a Committee member.  The group agreed that this would be acceptable.  Details to be sent to SB.
6  CHAIRPERSON FOR NEXT MEETING – Alan Haile
7  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Remembrance Sunday
A copy of the memo sent out to all Based operators and Flight Operations staff to remind them of two minute silence was shown to members.
Airbus Families Day
An Airbus Families Day is being planned for 2008, probably to be held in June.  The plans will include an air display.   This event has attracted up to 30,000 visitors in the past.  More information should be available by the next meeting.

Noise Contours 
Under the noise regulations 2006 Filton is required to produce a noise contour of the aircraft activities.  This contour has now been produced and sent to DEFRA.  Once DEFRA has collated the information from all the airports further actions will be issued.  This is expected in the first half of 2008.  It was noted that people’s perception of noise has changed over the years and any actions put forward by DEFRA may effect planning proposals as well as airport operations.
Cllr John Alldridge
EL informed the committee that Cllr John Alldridge had passed away last week.  The Committee would like to pass on their commiserations to his family.  

Centenary of Aircraft

SS informed the committee of the 2010 celebration of 100 years of aviation in the West of England and told the committee that there was an information booklet produced.

Concorde Tours

SS said how excellent these tours were and run by volunteers and suggested that they should be recognised for their efforts.
Site Tour

AH asked if anyone in attendance would like to be taken on a tour of the airfield.  This tour took place at the end of the meeting.  
MEETING DATES FOR 2008:
WEDNESDAY 20 FEBRUARY

WEDNESDAY 25 JUNE

WEDNESDAY 19 NOVEMBER
AT 10:30 IN FLIGHT OPERATIONS

AH0980/SB
