FILTON AIRFIELD CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING
NOTES FROM THIRTY-FIRST MEETING HELD AT 
BAE SYSTEMS, AVIATION SERVICES, FILTON ON WEDNESDAY 25 JUNE 2008
PRESENT:-

Alan Haile


-
Airfield Manager, BAE SYSTEMS Aviation Services

Cllr Lew Gray


-
Patchway Town Council

Cllr Eurof Lewis

- 
Winterbourne Parish Council

Neil Higgs


-
Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council

Tim Clark


-
Bristol City Council

Ian Carr


-
Rolls Royce

Trevor Mason


-
Communications, Airbus UK

Cllr Jenny Smith

-
Bristol City Council/Southmead 
Cllr Roger Hutchinson
-
South Gloucestershire Council

Cllr Stan Sims


-
Filton Town Council
Cllr Peter Tyzack


South Gloucestershire Council
APOLOGIES:-

Cllr Jan Woodley

-
South Gloucestershire Council

Cllr Sheila Cook

-
South Gloucestershire Council

Cllr Mark Weston

-
Bristol City Council, Henbury 

Tony Duffy


-
Rolls Royce
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NOTES OF LAST MEETING – Agreed

2
MATTERS ARISING

CALF Requested Flight Assessment Review
AH informed the committee that he had had a meeting with the Civil Aviation Authority to discuss the complaints that CALF had put forward to Doug Naysmith.  At that meeting AH went through the procedures that have been put in place, in agreement with the Consultative Group, regarding flight training circuits.  The CAA agreed that these were positive steps to reduce the effect of training circuits in the area.  The CAA reported these details at their meeting with Doug Naysmith and agreed that where possible actions had been put in place by the airport to reduce the effect of aircraft in the visual circuit.  It is understood that the CAA are arranging to meet with CALF to view their evidence.

NH informed the group that a letter had been received at South Gloucestershire reference illegal flying at Filton.  

It was noted that the public need to understand better the rules regarding aircraft in flight and it was suggested that the Rules of the Air could be placed on the airport website along with the procedures in place at Filton.

SS stated that continued complaints could jeopardise the aviation industry in the area though TC commented that complaints were mainly focussed on the light aircraft circuits.

Traffic on Charlton Road

JS asked if Airbus had sent out any notice to employees.  TM confirmed that no notice had been sent out as employees from many different companies on site use this road and it is outside of the Airbus site.  JS told the committee that improvements were being put in place in the Autumn to reduce speeds.
Cribbs Causeway Roundabouts

AH told the members that Prudential look after the upkeep of the roundabouts.  The contact is Jim Edwards and AH has his email address for any concerns. 
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COMPLAINTS

Airport

AH showed the 2008 graph of complaints received at the airfield (attached). There were a total of 10 complaints received during 2007.  2 more had been received after the information had been collated and are not shown on the graph.  All complaints were regarding training aircraft.
South Gloucestershire Report

NH handed out the South Gloucestershire Complaints analysis for 12 months April 2007 to March 2008.    The analysis is a very general assessment of trends with 68% being from one individual.   At the November meeting NH will have a more detailed analysis for 2008.  NH will liaise with TC in the preparation of this.
Bristol City Council Report

TC also handed out a Complaints analysis for the same period.  This included emails, telephone calls, letters and a signed petition presented to the Council in October 2007.  Possibly more complaints are going direct to CALF.  There does seem a perception that less training is being carried out after 17:00.  AH confirmed that the Flying Club does appear to have fewer pupils, possibly because of the economic climate.  
NH and TC agreed to meet and discuss complaints to ensure that both councils are clear on how to represent the views at the meeting.  Possibly an open letter to the press stating the actions taken by the airport to mitigate the training flights.
TC to provide AH with a copy of the letter received from CALF.

The Air Traffic space above Bristol was discussed and the problems caused by aircraft landing/departing at Bristol International flying over the Bristol area.

4
AIRFIELD ACTIVITES

Movements

AH showed the Movements Graph (attached) for 2006, 2007 and the first part of 2008.  The movements had reduced in 2007 indicating a total of approx 27,000 movements for the full year.  AH suggested that during 2007 the bad weather during the first part of the summer may have resulted in the reduced movements but there may have been economic reasons.  The movement levels have reduced in 2008 which is probably as a result of the increase cost of fuel.  AH explained that the General Aviation movements were an important part of the airport business and the reduction in these movements will have a significant effect on the revenue.
Emergency Exercise

To meet the terms of the CAA licence a bi-annual emergency exercise and a bi-annual table top exercise are held.  This year a table top exercise, entitled Missionmode, was held.  The scenario was similar to the Heathrow incident earlier in the year.   The emergency exercise control centres (Silver and Bronze) were located in the Flight Operations offices to ensure all participants played an active part in resolving the problems arising during the exercise.  The exercise was designed to test a new automated contact system (Missionmode) linked to mobile telephones and emails.  The system was effective in passing information to the group in very quick time enabling the staff to concentrate on the problems arising from the incident.  
AH would like to include members of the Consultative Committee in this system as a method of quickly getting information to the local community.  He will progress this with the Emergency Planning Team.  EL enquired whether this would be linked to the Highways Authority.  AH explained that there will be communications with South Gloucestershire and Bristol City Councils Emergency Planning Officers but not the Highways Authority as yet.

Great Western Air Ambulance

The operation was launched 3rd June 2008 and has been very busy in the first few weeks.  The ambulance vehicles are on 24 hour call and the Helicopter operates Tuesday to Saturday from 9:00 to 18:00.  Eventually it is hoped to get enough funding to operate 12 hour days 7 days a week.
Operation Sapphire

AH showed the committee a plan of the new apron.  The construction work should be complete in the next two weeks.  The power supplies will then be connected plus the radio systems.  This changeover is planned for the third week in July.  The apron will not be operational until markings, fencing etc is complete and approval will be required by the Civil Aviation Authority before operations commence in September.
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 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor Brian Allinson
AH informed the committee that Brian Allinson had decided to stand down from the committee after discussions with his ward.  A new representative will be appointed to attend the next meeting.  There appears to be a misconception of who represents the parishes.  A list of the membership of the committee is attached.  The balance of the membership should be discussed at the next meeting and whether there is a fair representation from Bristol City Council and South Gloucestershire Council.

South Gloucestershire Strategy
AH informed the group of the proposed housing strategy for South Gloucestershire.  Currently some of the proposed areas are directly under the extended centreline for the runway to the east and west of Filton.  AH is concerned that the airport has an important role in the area and that some of the proposed areas for housing will have a detrimental effect on aircraft operations.
Filton produced a noise contour map for the Department for Transport in 2007 and would want these contours used in reference to any housing schemes.

Concern was also raised by NH that the new development of 14 houses at Passage Road did not take into account the DEFRA noise contours.
There is a working party within the council looking at the proposed housing and this group has the same concerns for the airport.  A report is to be made to the Secretary of State, with a 12 week consultation period.

PT stated that during this consultation period objections should be put to councils.  The CAA does not pass comment.

2010 BAC 100 

SS handed out the booklet celebrating 100 years of Aviation in the West of England which will take place in 2010.  AH would like more information of meetings etc to be held in the future.  SS stated the next meeting is to be held 10th July.

Rolls Royce East Works

The site is currently decommissioning.  AH expressed his concern regarding access to maintain the approach to the airfield.  IC will investigate and advise AH.   

SS informed the committee that Rolls Royce held an open day recently in their new buildings, which was a successful event.
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CHAIRPERSON FOR NEXT MEETING – Alan Haile
NEXT MEETING :
Wednesday 19th November 2008
AH1116/SB
