
FILTON AIRFIELD CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING

NOTES FROM TWENTY-EIGHTH MEETING HELD AT 

BAE SYSTEMS, AVIATION SERVICES, FILTON 

ON WEDNESDAY 11 JULY 2007
PRESENT:-

Alan Haile               
-  
Airfield Manager, BAE SYSTEMS Aviation Services

Cllr Lew Gray


-
Patchway Town Council
Cllr Eurof Lewis 

-
Winterbourne Parish Council
Neil Higgs


-  
Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council

Tim Clark


-
Bristol City Council

Tony Duffy


-  
Rolls Royce
Cllr Brian Allison

-
Stoke Gifford Parish Council

Cllr Pat Hockey

-
Frampton Cotterell Parish Council
Trevor Mason


-
Communications, Airbus UK

APOLOGIES:

Cllr Sheila Cook

-           South Gloucestershire Council

Cllr Derek Pickup

-
Henbury Council
Cllr Stan Sims


- 
Filton Town Council

Cllr Mark Weston

-
Bristol City Council
1   NOTES OF LAST MEETING – Agreed.
2   MATTERS ARISING
There had been a misunderstanding reference a CAFCA representative attending the meeting.  AH unable to obtain details.  Details passed to AH of ex-member of CAFCA who wishes to attend future meeting.
3  COMPLAINTS:

Airport
AH showed the 2007 graph of complaints received at the airfield (attached).  Further to this AH explained that 13 complaints have been received by the airfield so far this year. The North/South circuits are still in operation.   A meeting has been held with the CALF group to discuss the training circuits which would be discussed later in the meeting.  It had been noted that aircraft were flying much higher on the approach to the runway from the east.  AH explained this was due to cranes operating in the area causing the threshold to be displaced a further 500 metres west.
South Gloucestershire Report 
South Gloucestershire Council gather information on a yearly basis, April to April, and produce figures which NH thought should be attached to the minutes for information.  On average 30 complaints are received each year but this has increased to nearer 100 this last year.  Light aircraft circuits and noise complaints are usually the highest, 20 this year, but the Royal Mail flights caused more during the period of their temporary operation.  The Red Arrows during their visit to Filton last week also produced 3 complaints, including a complaint of strong fumes from Little Stoke School.  

Bristol City Council Report

Bristol City Council has received a large number of complaints about light aircraft circuits but exact figures were not provided.  This number will be required so that comparisons can be made with South Gloucestershire.  TM stated he would obtain these figures.  TM had a petition containing 131 resident’s signatures and CALF was formed to act as representatives of south Bristol residents.
CALF Sub Group

A meeting was held as arranged to discuss concerns, aims and objectives. The action notes have been circulated.  Three actions came out of the meeting as follows:
1 Evidence of low flying aircraft should be provided by CALF on the DVD.  Mark Weston, Bristol City Council, would also attend the next Airport Consultative Group Meeting.

2 Carry out an assessment of the flying circuit to confirm heights, distances etc. with members of CALF and Bristol City Council.  This is arranged for Tuesday 17 July at 15:00. NH would be unable to attend but anyone would be welcome.

3 To review the membership of the Airport Consultative Group Committee members.

Reference Item 1 above, the DVD was shown to members at the meeting, but it was not possible to gauge heights and distances of aircraft shown in the DVD.  It was still therefore important to hold the assessment exercise next week.  TM agreed that the positions where the aircraft were filmed need to be identified in order to gauge the position of the aircraft in the video.  TM will then ensure a copy is supplied to all members of the Consultative Group to be discussed at a special meeting with their recommendations.  

AH explained the normal procedure for aircraft in the circuit using a map.  It has been suggested by the pilots that the 1500ft circuit could in fact cause more noise because the aircraft engine remains at full power for longer.  Circuits at 1000ft would reduce engine power and therefore noise.  Members were unsure whether there would be any noise reduction due to the aircraft being lower.  It was agreed that this would be trialled at the flying assessment.  It was also suggested to extend the circuit further to reduce the noise of the manoeuvre, but AH explained that this could put the aircraft outside the air traffic zone over the airfield.  This could put the aircraft in conflict with other aircraft flying through the area to the west of Filton to avoid both the Filton and Bristol International/Cardiff Air Traffic Zones.  Another suggestion was that circuits should be split more to the north of the airfield because the south is more densely populated but the majority of members did not agree this was the answer.  

As a benchmark in the year 2000 measures were taken to formulise the southern circuit and this showed a reduction in noise complaints from the north with little or no complaints from the south.  Since then the airport has introduced a 50/50 split of the circuit one week to the north and one week to the south.  This has shown an increase in complaints of circuits to the north and complaints to the south have remained at their current level.
EL enquired about the measurement of noise levels.  Acoustic problem, engines under load.  What would be the solution other than stopping flights?  Hush kits have been discussed before but the aircraft flying at Filton are compliant with the noise regulations and any new aircraft would be updated to comply with any new regulations.  NH stated that noise assessment of aircraft is very difficult and that the flying clubs were flying in accordance with CAA regulations.  
4  AIRFIELD ACTIVITIES:

Movements
AH showed the movements graph (attached)  for 2005, 2006 and the first part of 2007.  The movements in 2007 are similar (10,500 so far) to 2006 but with the weather conditions in recent months the movements are decreasing slightly.
A380
The A380 is planning trials at Filton from 30 July for 1 week.  There will be no special publicity arrangements as this is flight testing of fuel and engines.  The aircraft will be in Airbus livery.
Great Western Air Ambulance
The airport has been approached to provide as base for this operation.  There will be 2 response vehicles and 1 helicopter (Augusta 109).  The plan is that they will share an area with Western Counties Air Operations Unit.  Planned start date is September/October for the vehicles and the helicopter in November.  The helicopter operation will take place during daylight hours, vehicle response is twenty-four hours.
Noise Monitoring

Filton has submitted details to DEFRA regarding the new noise regulations.  Information has been sent to South Glos Council who are independently verifying the figures.
East Works Rolls Royce

The proposed development is business orientated.  AH advised that there will be cranes operating in the area which could restrict operations at the airport.  AH stated his concern for the height of the new buildings as these need to be below the safeguarded areas for the airport.
Northfield
The planning appeal for the area of fields north of the runway has been rejected and BAE Systems are working with Bovis to make the changes required.

5  TERMS OF REFERENCE/GUIDELINES FOR AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE  

    COMMITTEE
AH issued a copy of the Consultative Group Terms of Reference and guidelines for the group.  AH asked for all members to review guidelines and send any recommendations/comments to AH by 17 August.  AH will arrange a further meeting to discuss the recommendations.
6  CHAIRPERSON FOR NEXT MEETING - Cllr.  Lew Grey
7  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Planning Guidance – South Gloucestershire Council
NH explained that planned housing at the western end of the runway had gone to appeal.  The noise criteria set by the DEFRA noise regulations and the presence of aircraft circuits weigh against planning.
Airbus

TM commented that the potential sell off of part of the Airbus business and land to a third party is still in negotiation.  Three meetings have been held so far and once agreed, legal processes will need to take place.  A further update will be issued when known.
NEXT MEETING:
WEDNESDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2007
IN FLIGHT OPERATIONS AT 10.30 AM

AH0898/SB
