
FILTON AIRFIELD CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING

NOTES FROM TWENTY-SEVENTH MEETING HELD AT 

BAE SYSTEMS, AVIATION SERVICES, FILTON 

ON WEDNESDAY 14 MARCH 2007
PRESENT:-

Alan Haile               
-  
Airfield Manager, BAE SYSTEMS Aviation Services

Cllr Lew Gray


-
Patchway Town Council
Cllr Gordon Crane

-
South Gloucestershire Council

Cllr Eurof Lewis 

-
Winterbourne Parish Council
Cllr Stan Sims


- 
Filton Town Council
Neil Higgs


-  
Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council

Tim Clark


-
Bristol City Council

Tony Duffy


-  
Rolls Royce
APOLOGIES:

Sheila Cook


-           South Gloucestershire Council

Trevor Mason


-  
Communications, Airbus UK

Cllr Brian Allison

-
Stoke Gifford Parish Council

Cllr Derek Pickup

-
Henbury Council
1.   NOTES OF LAST MEETING – Agreed.
2.   MATTERS ARISING
Due to an error in communication the chairman of CAFCA did not receive an invitation to attend the March meeting.  AH will send a letter explaining this and arrange attendance at a future meeting.

A letter had been received from Douglas Naysmith regarding complaints of the aircraft circuit flying.  AH had replied explaining the actions that the group have put in place.
COMPLAINTS:

Circuits:

As per actions at the last meeting AH had written to members of CALF (Campaign against low flying) inviting them to Filton to discuss their concerns.  AH had not received a response but a letter had been written to South Gloucestershire Council requesting a more formal meeting chaired by a member of the Council. NH read this letter to the group for comment.
The members of the group were concerned that this request to meet the Council would not resolve any issues and undermine the actions and agreements that the Consultative group had achieved.

SS stated that due to the local elections in early May the meeting may be difficult to arrange, and any new members to the Consultative group would need to be sent from the local wards.  
TC suggested that he and NH could arrange to meet CALF as representative of the Consultative group.  GC reiterated that AH and other members of the airfield team need to attend and that any proposals from that meeting need to be tabled at the Consultative group.

The group agreed that this should not be allowed to become a separate issue as all areas around the airfield need to be considered.  It was agreed that a more structured meeting should be arranged by AH chaired by a consultative group member and attended by members of the Consultative group and airfield staff. AH to arrange for May.

AH showed the 2006 graph of complaints received at the airfield (attached).  Further to this AH explained that 15 complaints have been received by the airfield up to March this year mainly for light aircraft circuits.
TC informed the group that Bristol City Council had received approximately 30 complaints regarding the circuits.  NH stated that the report for complaints to South Gloucestershire Council will be complied at end of March and produced for the next meeting.

Noise – Contour Map

AH produced a map showing the noise contours for Filton airfield.  This preliminary map is produced to comply with the new noise regulation 2006. South Gloucestershire Council will give reference to these results when considering the proposed housing allocations in the area. The council will confirm these results using an independent 3rd party.
AH showed a current noise map for reference TC agreed that all areas around this airport must be considered. Please note that Cllr. Stan Sims did not take part in this discussion.
Royal Mail:

AH explained that the two aircraft continued to operate the service as normal. NH reported that the council had received 40 complaints regarding the operation. AH stated that after the initial start up period, complaints to the airfield had reduced with no complaint regarding the Royal Mail operations received this year so far.

AIRFIELD ACTIVITIES:

Movements:

AH showed the movements graph for 2006.  The movements in 2006 were similar to the previous 2 years. Total movements were 28,000, a reduction on 2005.

Airbus Beluga:
AH explained that the new loading area was now complete.  The Beluga is due in early next week to ensure operational functions are satisfactory.

The press have been invited to attend the first landing of the aircraft.  The Beluga operations at Filton are to transport the completed Airbus wing sets to the Airbus factory in Europe.  The First delivery is planned for early April. A total of 7 sets are planned for delivery in 2007.

A380

The A380 is due into Filton on March 26th for 5 days to carry out fuel flight testing.  There will be approximately 2 flights per day with a duration of 1 ½ hours.  The tests will be outside of the Filton Air Traffic Zone but the aircraft is expected to carry out some visual circuits during the week. The arrival on Monday 26th will be a media event and Airbus have invited the local press and personnel to look around the aircraft.  The arrival is expected to generate a lot of interest from the public and vantage points around the airfield are expected to be busy.

A350:

Airbus are currently reviewing the allocation of work for this aircraft and a further update will be given at the next meeting.

Royal Mail:

AH confirmed that the operation plans to return to Bristol International in May.  The operations at Filton have been a great success with aircraft regularly departing earlier than planned.

Bird Hazard:

AH explained that he has been in discussions with the Waste transfer operators under the approach to the runway.  There has been an increase in bird activity and actions have been put into place to reduce numbers and control bird access to food waste.

Emergency Exercise:

To meet the CAA licence requirement an exercise to simulate an aircraft emergency is planned to take place on April 25th.  The exercise will start at 20.00 and is planned to continue until 22.00.  All emergency services will attend.
Chairperson for next meeting - Cllr.  Stan Sims

NEXT MEETING:
MONDAY 21st MAY 2007

IN FLIGHT OPERATIONS AT 10.30 AM
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