FILTON AIRFIELD CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING

NOTES FROM TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING HELD AT 

BAE SYSTEMS, AVIATION SERVICES, FILTON 

ON WEDNESDAY 26 APRIL2006
PRESENT:-

Alan Haile               
-  
Airfield Manager, BAE SYSTEMS Aviation Services

Neil Higgs


-  
Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council
Cllr Lew Gray


-
Patchway Town Council
Cllr Stan Sims


-
Filton Town Council
Cllr Brian Allinson

-
Stoke Gifford Parish Council

Cllr Gordon Crane

-
Filton Town Council
Tim Clarke


-
Bristol City Council

Cllr WJ Alldridge

-
South Gloucestershire Council
Trevor Mason


-
Airbus UK

APOLOGIES:

Tony Duffy


-
Rolls Royce

Cllr Sheila Cook

-
South Gloucestershire Council

Cllr Pat Hockey

-
South Gloucestershire Council

NOTES OF LAST MEETING – Cllr Gordon Crane represents Filton Town Council not South Gloucestershire Council as stated in previous minutes.
MATTERS ARISING 

Changes to Approach Procedures – A noise assessment has been carried out and passed to South Gloucestershire Council.
NDB (Non Directional Beacon) – Now in new position and operational.

Radar Screens – These have now been installed although there is a software bug which is being remedied.  Approval has been received from the CAA for the screens.  AH explained the effect of wind turbines on the radar and the new system available to overcome the problem.
CORRESPONDENCE

No correspondence received since the last meeting.
COMPLAINTS
Airfield Complaints – AH displayed the graph for 2005 (attached), with 33 complaints throughout the year received.  Also displayed was the graph for the first part of 2006 (attached) showing 5 complaints received so far.
South Gloucestershire – NH provided an analysis of complaints for the airfield received by the council for 12 month period April 2005 to March 2006 plus the analysis for 12 months from April 2004 to March 2005.  This showed that the number of complaints had reduced considerably. A third of the complaints received for both 12 month periods were received from one individual complainant.  Light aircraft cause the majority of complaints.  Fumes from ground running/engine testing comes next which either could be from the airfield or Rolls Royce.  NH contacts both parties on the day of receiving one of these complaints.  It was suggested that figures should be obtained from similar airfields, ie Warton, Gloucester or Oxford.  AH will investigate.
Bristol – Bristol CC received 4 complaints in 2005 and 12 being received in 2006 so far, with February receiving the most complaints.  Training aircraft is again the main problem, with residents feeling that there is not an equal spread of the circuits.  There seems to be underlying concern that the residents are not sure who to make their complaint to.  AH showed the committee a 3 month list of circuits produced by Air Traffic Control, this showed that the percentage was higher to the south generally which is probably due to the position of the tower on the runway though weather conditions at the time need to be taken into account.  AH will obtain the north/south split for February and pass onto TC and NH.  There is also concern that the published heights are not being followed and TC had information from complainants with figures alleging the heights were not being adhered to.  AH stated that he has put pressure on the pilots to keep to the 1500ft but he has to rely on them to do this.  It had been agreed by the committee to increase the limit to 1500ft to try to reduce the effect on local residents as much as possible.  The south circuit was enforced in the year 2000 with no complaints until 2004 when complaints of circuits increased.  It was agreed that Filton, South Glos. Council and Bristol City Council should look at this together and discuss the issues and ways to resolve them.  It was agreed by the Group that the number of complaints compared to the population of the area were significantly low and that it is difficult to assess noise as a nuisance.
AH informed the committee that the ATMS (Air Traffic Management System) in the Air Traffic tower once commissioned would be able to provide the staff with a safer controlling environment which should enable more effective use of the north circuit.

AIRFIELD ACTIVITIES

Aircraft Movements – The graph for the movements so far this year was shown (copy attached) which showed a similar pattern to previous years with the bad weather reducing movements at certain times.  NH was asked whether all circuits are included in these figures, which AH confirmed.
Royal Mail – The airfield had received a request from Royal Mail to accept their flights from 31st July while Bristol International is having the runway and buildings upgraded.  The Royal Mail has made an application to South Glos. Council.  This will involve 2 aircraft with two flights out (11.30 pm) and two flights in (12.30 am) Monday night to Saturday morning each week.  Further details will be given at the next meeting.
Beluga – To update on the Beluga, AH informed the members that tenders from 3 companies for the work required were now received and discussions are taking place regarding the budgets.  A decision will be made within 2 weeks.  Further buildings are now required for storage adjacent to the loading area.  The work is planned to start at the end of May, with the operation commencing end of November this year.
Autoclave – The temporary building being erected on the edge of the Northfield is for an autoclave (large oven) to be built for the manufacture of the Airbus A350 aircraft wings.  This will be a 24 hour assembly process.  Once assembled the autoclave will be moved to its permanent position in a new building on the main Airbus site.  As stated by South Glos Council measures will be put in place to reduce the effect of the work in the area for the nearby houses and this will be erected before this work commences.  The completion and move is planned for the middle of October.
Road Lighting A38 – AH informed the members that he was in discussion with the developers of the North Bristol Business Park and South Glos. Council reference the street lighting that has been placed at the new junction from the site on the A38 at Filton.  A deed of covenant was put in place when the rugby ground was sold to the developers for certain heights not to be exceeded.  The lights put in place are higher that the agreement allows and the CAA is not prepared to compromise.  The developer is at the moment trying to change the design of the lighting to meet their safety standards and comply with the height required.

Family Day – Airbus are holding a Family Day on Saturday 10 June which will also include the staff of Rolls Royce.  At least 40,000 visitors are expected on the day.  The event will open at 9.30 am and close at 5.30 pm.  There will be many attractions set up around the site and a flying display will take place in the afternoon from 2.00 to 4.30 pm.  TM informed the members that he was in communication with the Filton Twinning Association to get them involved in the day.

Car Parking – As a result of new buildings being erected around the site, car parking spaces are being dramatically reduced, so there is a need to introduce new parking areas.  AH showed the members a plan of one area of airfield land chosen for this beside the Concorde enclosure.

North Bristol Business Park – There is a new build starting at the beginning of May, when high cranes will be used until August.  These cranes are higher than the safeguarded height and therefore the threshold for runway 27 will be moved temporarily.
Chairperson for the next meeting – Alan Haile will be the chairperson for the next meeting in July.  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

BAE Systems Shares – There should be no affect on operations at the airfield or ownership of the site when BAE Systems sell their Airbus shares.
Dates of Meetings 2006 – 





Wednesday 26 July





            Wednesday 29 November
NEXT MEETING:

WEDNESDAY 26 JULY 2006
IN FLIGHT OPERATIONS AT 10:30 AM
AH0594/SB
