FILTON AIRFIELD CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING

NOTES FROM TWENTY-FIFTH MEETING HELD AT 

BAE SYSTEMS, AVIATION SERVICES, FILTON 

ON WEDNESDAY 26 JULY 2006
PRESENT:-

Alan Haile               
-  
Airfield Manager, BAE SYSTEMS Aviation Services

Cllr Lew Gray


-
Patchway Town Council
Cllr Stan Sims


-
Filton Town Council
Cllr Brian Allinson

-
Stoke Gifford Parish Council

Cllr Gordon Crane

-
Filton Town Council
Tim Clarke


-
Bristol City Council

Tony Duffy


-
Rolls Royce
Derek Pickup


-
Bristol City Council

APOLOGIES:

Neil Higgs


-  
Community  Services, South Gloucestershire Council
Cllr WJ Alldridge

-
South Gloucestershire Council
Cllr Gordon Crane

-
Filton Town Council
NOTES OF LAST MEETING – Agreed
MATTERS ARISING 

Complaints – As agreed at the last meeting AH has arranged to get a comparison of numbers of complaints from other airports.  Gloucester has had a low number of complaints although this has increased recently because of a planned extension to the runway.  Oxford have had approximately 120 complaints this year and Blackpool has only had 10.  All three airports have similar training traffic and are busier than Filton.  This indicates that Bristol Filton is in proportion with other airports in the country.

Family Day – Stan Sims informed the group that he had brought a party of people from France, who enjoyed the day very much.  AH stated that no complaints had been received in regard to the air display.

CORRESPONDENCE

Bradley Stoke Town Council - Letter received from Town Clerk advising that their annual community festival coincided with the Family Day which resulted in a drop in numbers attending.  Requested information on any similar events planned in future years to avoid this happening again.  The only possible plan for another airshow is for a celebration of 100 years of aviation at Filton in 2009.
Henbury Resident – Copy of a letter received from Henbury resident complaining of the nuisance caused to residents of Henbury by light aircraft and the reply from AH given to Committee members.  

COMPLAINTS
Airfield Complaints – AH displayed the graph for 2006 (attached), with 16 complaints throughout the year received so far.  
South Gloucestershire – The Council sent details of one written complaint from a local resident regarding light aircraft training.  This will be dealt with through the normal process and reported at the next meeting.
Bristol – 32 complaints lodged to date, the majority of which are for low flying aircraft.  TC handed out a list of complaints received by Bristol City Council.
Henbury Visit - NH/TC met with representatives of the residents.  Their issues are with southern circuit flying aircraft.  TC handed out to the meeting a list of complainants with their comments and suggestions to try to reduce the problem.  TC suggested that the residents should be able to see that measures are being taken to improve the situation, especially when taking off on 27 runway as the problem is exacerbated by the aircraft turning to the south over residential area.  TC proposed that a larger proportion of aircraft operating to the north would be favourable.  DP agreed but the other members of the group thought a 50/50 split was the fairest option for all.  It was further proposed to carry out a trial where the training circuits are split north or south on a week by week basis.  AH explained that during the trial there will be circumstances where aircraft will be directed by ATC to the opposite circuit for safety, joining procedures, weather etc.  It was agreed that a trial should be seen to be carried out as soon as possible.  AH would arrange starting date for a month trial period, writing a letter explaining the actions which could be distributed by the councillors.  The radar screens should be commissioned this week which will give ATC a better view of the air traffic in the area.
Another option suggested was to make it compulsory to fit noise reduction kits to the small aircraft.   AH explained that as far as he is aware these kits are not yet approved for use by the CAA in this country although they have been approved for aircraft in other countries.  AH will try to get more information on the progress of this when he attends the Airport Operators Association meeting in October.  TC said he would also try to get information on the noise reduction kits.  SS asked for a report of how the flying club operate their aircraft in the visual circuit and that this information be provided to Consultative Group members.
AIRFIELD ACTIVITIES

Aircraft Movements – The graph for the movements so far this year was shown (copy attached) which showed a drop in movements over the previous two years.  
Royal Mail – The operation commences on 31 July for 9 months until 28 April 2007.  Aircraft will be arriving on Monday 31 July.  The aircraft, a BAE 146 and a Focker 27, are scheduled to depart at 23:45 and 23:50 and arrive 00:20 and 00:30.  
Beluga – Airbus problems have delayed this programme but tenders have now been agreed and planning permission obtained.   Work planned to start second week in August with completion beginning of December.  First delivery expected March next year with trials beforehand.
Autoclave – As there have been problems with the design of the A350, the temporary building erected on the northfield is planned to be dismantled by the end of October.
Chairperson for the next meeting – Lew Gray will be the chairperson for the next meeting in November.  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Rolls Royce -  TD reported that there had been a reduction in complaints following modifications to the testing of engines.  Rolls Royce always try to respond to complaints as soon as possible although there can be a delay when received through South Gloucestershire Council.

Northfield – SS informed the committee members that the planning application had now gone to appeal.

Dates of Meetings 2006 – 




        Wednesday 29 November
NEXT MEETING:

WEDNESDAY 29 November 2006
IN FLIGHT OPERATIONS AT 10:30 AM

AH0640/SB
