FILTON AIRFIELD CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING
NOTES FROM THIRTY-FOURTH MEETING HELD AT 
BAE SYSTEMS, AVIATION SERVICES, FILTON ON WEDNESDAY 1 JULY 2009
PRESENT:-

Alan Haile


-
Airfield Manager, BAE SYSTEMS Aviation Services – 





filtonairport.admin@baesystems.com
Cllr Lew Gray


-
Patchway Town Council – lewis.gray3@btinternet.com
Cllr Eurof Lewis

- 
Winterbourne Parish Council – 








euroflewis@blueyonder.co.uk
Neil Higgs


-
Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council – 





neil.higgs@southglos.gov.uk
Tim Clarke


-
Bristol City Council – tim.clarke@bristol.gov.uk
Tony Duffy


-
Rolls Royce – tony.duffy@rolls-royce.com
Cllr Sheila Cook

-
South Gloucestershire Council – 








sheila.cook@southglos.gov.uk
Cllr Stan Sims


-
Filton Town Council – jackstan01@yahoo.co.uk 

Cllr Brian King

-
Frampton Cotterell Parish Council – 








brian.king@southglos.gov.uk
Cllr Frank Middleton

-
Stoke Gifford Parish Council – 








frank.middleton@southglos.gov.uk 

Vicky Runcie


-
Airbus

APOLOGIES:-

Cllr Jan Woodley

-
South Gloucestershire Council – 








jan.woodley@southglos.gov.uk

Cllr Mark Weston

-
Bristol City Council, Henbury Ward – 







mark.weston@bristol.gov.uk
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NOTES OF LAST MEETING – Agreed
2
MATTERS ARISING

Aeros
At the last meeting AH agreed to enquire about new aircraft being introduced into the Aeros business.  The company is going through difficult times with a reduction in trainees therefore there will be a delay in buying new aircraft.  
Complaints

A visit to Air Traffic Control for NH and TC  to be arranged by AH.

Low Flying – TC to inform residents that more specific information is required, i.e. times and identification, so that enquiries can be made.
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COMPLAINTS

A serious complaint from Little Stoke School of strong fumes was received by SGC in June, that resulted in the school abandoning the planned sports day.  Complaints were also received from residents as far as Bradley Stoke.  Contact was made with AH at the airport and with TD at Rolls Royce, who both made enquiries into their operations.  This was found to be a Rolls Royce incident involving the test bed.  NH has a meeting with Rolls Royce next week.  

TD explained that over the last 2 or 3 years complaints received directly to Rolls Royce had improved dramatically. Overall 15 complaints have been received in total this year by Rolls Royce and on only 6 occasions were they testing.  Testing of the Adour engine has been ceased at the Patchway site but on this occasion it was necessary to use the test bed.    The complaint was investigated immediately and the test bed was shut down instantly.  Test teams are told to check wind etc. in the area before commencing tests but proper attention had not been made to this.  After recommencing the tests, a second shut down was made because of further fumes.   A test management report was sent to SGC explaining the response by Rolls Royce.  Kevin Scamell is the new Test Manager who is willing to meet with SGC.  TD apologised for the inconvenience caused and assured the committee that this will not happen again.  There are still some engines to test between now and August.  Rolls Royce pay great attention to any complaints and these are included in their annual report.  
SC asked if the testing could be done in school holidays but TD explained they have penalty payments for contracts that run over time.  It was suggested that Rolls Royce could inform schools when testing is taking place.  

NH told the committee he had sent an email to TD and AH outlining actions that should be taken in the future.  NH also visited the school and talked to the Head Teacher.  If necessary SGC could serve statutory notice to Rolls Royce if serious problems arose.   
SC said that action should be taken to avoid the problem.  There is a great increase in lung related conditions.    SC will speak to Chris Payne, Director of Public Health.  

FM asked why Rolls Royce do not use filters.  TD said these would only deodorise and in fact the fumes are no different to car diesel engine emissions.

SS thought investigations of fumes in the area should be broadened as a couple of years ago power drilling caused problems and also trains produce fumes.  

TD would like the Rolls Royce helpline put on the Bristol Filton website. Rolls Royce respond immediately.

AH commended Rolls Royce on their actions.  He also explained that engine running at Filton had been moved to the western end of the runway and most runs were done in the evening.  The operational apron has now moved and all aircraft are expedited off the area to line-up on the runway.  Even so jet fumes would be produced though this will be minimal.  
Airport

AH displayed the graph for 2009 – 13 complaints received so far.  Light aircraft are still the overall source of complaint.   Non specific emails are still being received from a resident in Henbury.  AH will send another email to explain the procedures in place for operational aircraft at Filton.  
South Gloucestershire Report

6 complaints received since the last meeting.  NH still putting together yearly reports. New computer system slowing this down.  He feels it may be advisable to carry out a re-examination of circuit splits.  NH/TC to get together to discuss.  
FM pointed out that light aircraft continually flying circuits is a noise nuisance and why could they not fly over the Severn estuary and not over built up areas.   Should use the same circuit as the Bulldogs.    AH reminded FM that the aircraft use the flight procedures that have been agreed with the Group.
More evidence is required to show the problems and residents should contact SGC via their website or telephone.  

Bristol City Council Report

TC also receives emails from the resident in Henbury who contacts the airfield.  The main issue of complainants is the circuit flying in the Henbury/Brentry area and it does appear as if the week on/off is not complied with.  TC asked if the change to circuits are recorded by ATC so that the information could be compared.  AH to check with ATC.
TC asked if Filton ATC had contact with military aircraft as there had been a complaint of a very low flying helicopter.  AH confirmed that if the aircraft is more than 2 miles outside of the zone then ATC have no knowledge of the flight.  There is a military complaints line that be used in such cases.     This telephone number was given to TC at the end of the meeting.

TC had a complaint of late aircraft leaving Filton on the 19th May.  AH explained there have been no flights to or from Filton outside of operational hours.  AH explained that since the changes to  airspace outside of the airport hours, aircraft do fly over the Filton area on their way to Bristol International Airport.   FM had a query from local resident who thought the Royal Mail were flying in and out of Filton but AH explained that there are no Royal Mail flight operations at Filton and the aircraft was probably flying over the area on the way to BIA.   
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AIRFIELD ACTIVITES

Movements

AH showed the 2007/2008/2009 graph.  Movements are in line with the 2007 figures, higher than 2008.  By the end of the year this would amount to approximately 25,000 movements.   The breakdown of these figures are: General Aviation 62%, Helicopter/Police 12%, Military 3%, Weather Diversions 1% and Corporate 22%.  
There have been some reports of problems with WCAOU and GWAA flying from the runway.  AH has spoken with the operators but all should consider that as they are emergency services time is often critical.   If anyone has a concern with the Police helicopter operations, they have their own website, www.westerncounties.org.uk, showing what activities have been carried out over the past seven days, 
Radar

There have been a number of problems with the new radar which have now been resolved.  Flight tests have been carried out with aircraft flying in unusual positions.  These tests finished 2 weeks ago.  Approval from the CAA should be received within the next 4 weeks.  The old radar has now been removed and the new one operating.  The radar no longer interferes with television reception.  

The Airport has agreed mitigations with Bristol City Council and Wessex water for planned wind turbines.

FM asked AH about the Almondsbury Sports Centre wind turbines.  There are no problems with these.   Planned turbines at Gaunts Earthcott are likely to cause problems with the radar.
Airbus Schedule

On 1st July 2009 the aircraft operator for the Airbus scheduled flights is changing. The aircraft being used is an Embraer 145 and there will be 3 aircraft operating during the week.  This service replaces the Filton/Broughton Shuttle as well as the service to Toulouse.

Emergency Exercise

The plan is to simulate a full emergency exercise to be held on 7th July 2009 at 10:30 and expecting to last approximately 3 hours.  Outside emergency services will be involved as well as Airbus and BAE Systems staff.  An aircraft crash on the runway will be simulated, with a resulting fire.   The exercise will test the efficiency of the inter service communications and command and control of the incident.
Air Livery

Air Livery are leaving Filton for Manchester Airport at the end of July.  The last aircraft is at present in the hangar.   BAE Systems are looking for a replacement company to take over the hangar.  

5 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Northfield Fencing
Remediation work is taking place near the Gypsy site.  The land is being regraded and the fence position changed.  This is in readiness for the new access road from the A38 north of the flyover to the M5 south at Cribbs Causeway.  

BBC

For information, the BBC has approached the airport to film a documentary about the Brabazon which was built at Filton 60 years ago.  There are expected to be a number of events to mark the anniversary.

Rolls Royce Demolition

After the withdrawal of the redevelopment company Rolls Royce are demolishing the unused buildings and levelling the site.  Dust from the operation has been reported blowing over the local houses.  SGC will deal with any complaints received.  TD reported that there is no asbestos in the buildings as this had already been stripped out.  AH explained that the problem the airport has had with large numbers of birds on these buildings should now cease.  

100 Year Celebration

This takes place in 2010.  Actors are required for a play that is taking place.  Airbus and Rolls Royce are taking part in the celebrations and SS wanted to thank all for taking part.
Break-ins

Break-ins on the Northfield have taken place with damage to equipment and fencing.  A stronger fence is planned with CCTV cameras.  

Stan Sims

SS announced that this was his last meeting and that he had enjoyed his time on the committee.  He congratulated the group on its achievements.    AH thanked SS for his valued commitment to the Group and wished him all the best for the future.
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CHAIRPERSON FOR NEXT MEETING – Alan Haile
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MEETING DATES FOR 2009:
 Wednesday 4th November
AH1357/SB
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