FILTON AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING
NOTES FROM THIRTY-NINETH MEETING HELD AT 
BAE SYSTEMS, AVIATION SERVICES, FILTON ON WEDNESDAY 20TH JULY 2011
PRESENT:-

Alan Haile


-
Airfield Manager, BAE Systems Aviation Services – 





filtonairport.admin@baesystems.com
Neil Higgs


-
Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council – 





neil.higgs@southglos.gov.uk
Tony Duffy


-
Rolls Royce – tony.duffy@rolls-royce.com
Cllr Brian Allinson

-
South Gloucestershire Council – 








brian.allinson@southglos.gov.uk
 Cllr Mark Weston

-
Bristol City Council, Henbury Ward – 







mark.weston@bristol.gov.uk
Cllr Brian Hopkinson

-
Bradley Stoke Central and Stoke Lodge – 







mail@southglos.gov.uk
Cllr Roger Hutchinson
-
South Gloucestershire Council, Filton Town Council





roger.hutchinson@southglos.gov.uk
Vicky Runcie


-
Airbus – vicky.runcie@airbus.com 
Cllr Darryl Collins

-
Filton Town Council – darryl.collings@blueyonder.co.uk 

Cllr Dave Tiley

-
Patchway Town Council – tt007b2101@blueyonder.co.uk


Cllr Bill Edgeworth

-
Filton Town Council – edgeworth1@live.co.uk
Cllr Jenny Smith

-
Bristol City Council, Southmead Ward – 







jenny.smith@bristol.gov.uk
Chris Windows

-
Bristol City Council, Henbury Ward – 







chris.windows@bristol.co.uk
APOLOGIES:-
Cllr Sheila Cook

-
South Gloucestershire Council – 








sheila.cook@southglos.gov.uk 

Mark Curtis


-
Bristol City Council, Senior Environmental Health Officer –






Mark.curtis@bristol.gov.uk

1
NOTES OF LAST MEETING – Agreed
2
MATTERS ARISING

Airfield Visit
Members were offered a tour of the airfield after the meeting if they wished to do so.  
3
AIRFIELD ACTIVITIES
Airport Closure

BAE Systems announced in April that Filton Airfield would close 31st December 2012 as Airbus no longer require to use the airport facilities.  AH explained that he will manage BAE Systems Aviation Services vacation of the site and removal of equipment and any decisions outside of that are made by BAE Systems Real Estate Solutions.  Regulatory bodies have been informed of the closure and AH has written to SGC and BCC to inform them the airport is safeguarded until 31st December 2012.  Mitigations that have been agreed for windfarms etc. will not apply after that date.  AH is working closely with Airbus to cover the necessary closure plans.
Due to the announced closure a number of questions were raised by the group members regarding the future of the site.  These questions are included in Appendix A of these meeting notes with answers from BAE Systems and Airbus.

Will all group members please note that this meeting is to cover the operational aspects of the airfield and that any questions regarding the future plans for the airport land need to be directed to the appropriate body.  

Movements
Movements approximately 10,000 less this year so far.  Figures were down before the announcement, with General Aviation reduced and Corporate increased.
Fire Service Helicopter

Helicopter trials were carried out at the airport by Avon Fire at the beginning of June.  These were very successful and it is hoped to take the plan forward. 

Bloodhound Testing

An attempt at the land speed record for electric vehicles is being attempted by the Bloodhound Group and they plan to carry out some slow speed testing at the airport in August.  This will be carried out during the evening.

Emergency Exercise

The Airfield is planning to carry out a full exercise in November of this year.  The scenario is an Embraer aircraft crashing at night.

4
COMPLAINTS
Airport
8 complaints received this year so far, no further complaints received since April.  
South Gloucestershire Council

6 complaints received since the last meeting and are being dealt with.
Bristol City Council 

No complaints this year.
Fumes
TD informed the group that 6 fumes complaints were received directly last year, 12 this year.  Test programmes are being carried out for the RAF which are not always carried out in ideal conditions because of the timings required. A project team has been set up to look at the options for calibrating the engines.  Several complaints received from the local school need to be resolved.  When a complaint is received on the direct contact line the test is closed down immediately for investigation.  
5 AIRBUS
Airbus Update

Planning application has been submitted for the Airbus Aerospace Park which includes Pegasus House.  Airbus are committed to the Filton site, in spite of the planned closure of the airfield.  Their core business is manufacture and design and the airfield service is not necessary to carry on with the business.  The staff in buildings on the west of the site will be moving to these new buildings and it is planned to close the West Gate.  
DT informed the committee that the Airbus staff numbers had reduced on site and GKN are now based at Filton.  GKN also have premises at Easter Compton.   

6  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Speed Hump
DT said he thought the speed hump should be removed as Security has been moved onto the Airbus site.  AH explained that this was a safety measure because of the road layout leading onto the airfield.  He is hoping to change the junction and then it could be removed. 

Police Helicopter Unit

As a Police Liaison Representative, BA informed the committee that due to cuts a National Police Aviation Service will be created.  The Bristol helicopter unit may be relocated to Colerne.  Throughout the country 31 helicopters could be reduced to 23 and 27 bases to 20.  
7 
CHAIRPERSON FOR NEXT MEETING – Alan Haile
8
NEXT MEETING DATE:       





Wednesday 23rd November 2011
Appendix A

	Questions/Comments from Filton Airport Consultative Group Committee Members


	1
	Have Boeing made an offer for the airfield?


	No

	2
	Are there any offers underway to buy the airfield


	No

	3
	Is it correct that Airbus informed BAE Systems that they no longer require to use the airfield?


	Our decision to close the airfield followed discussions with Airbus.  Airbus have confirmed that the airfield was not core to their business strategy and will make alternative arrangements to move their people and A400M wings in light of the decision to close the run way.


	4
	How are the A400M wings going to be transported instead of using the Beluga?


	The current plans involve the wings being transported by road to Avonmouth docks then by sea to St Nazaire and then by air to Seville.


	5
	Is the site for sale as Managing Director of BAE Systems Real Estate Solutions, stated at recent meeting that they would apply for planning for redevelopment before selling? 


	The site is not for sale.  BAE Systems will seek to work with all stakeholders to regenerate the site.  It is our current intention to apply for planning prior to selling the site.  It is also probable that BAE Systems will develop the primary site infrastructure before selling plots of land. 

 

	6
	Why was there no-one at the Consultative Group meeting representing BAE Systems Real Estate Solutions to answer questions?

	This meeting should be concerned with Airfield operations only.



	7
	What is the cost of running the airfield?   


	This is confidential.

	8
	Couldn’t small operators use the airfield without Airbus and make it viable?
	No.  The airfield contributes little economic value to the area as an airfield at present.  Significant economic value could be created for the Filton area through regeneration of the site.



	9
	Will there be some form of recognition of the history of the airfield and will it be funded by BAE Systems, which was indicated at the Filton Town Council meeting?  


	BAE Systems is committed to working with local stakeholders to recognise the heritage of the site appropriately.  We will respond to this through the planning process and in discussion with SGC as part of the overall development scheme requirements.


	10
	The Helicopter emergency services are desperately looking for new location – is there anything planned?  


	We are in discussion with the Air Ambulance and Police about their future operations.

	11
	Is Filton Airfield included in a list of Emergency airports? 


	As far as I am aware there is no list of emergency airports.  Aircraft are required to plan alternative airports in case of emergency on the aircraft or at the airport



	12
	Will based operators be assisted in moving to other locations?  


	All based operators are aware of the timescales to close the airport and have been asked to find alternative locations.



	13
	Bristol Central Ambulance centre may be closing, could this be based at Filton?


	We are in discussion with the Air Ambulance and Police about their future operations.


	14
	Why haven’t BAE Systems had the commitment to the airfield?  Cargo aircraft operations could be encouraged at Filton.   BAE Systems did not respond to the Core Strategy – played badly.


	BAE Systems made representations to the SGC core strategy document. 

	15
	If a freight handling case was put together it could be considered for Filton, but there is lack of interest in the airfield from BAE Systems to promote.


	The decision to close the airfield has been taken.

	16
	What will Royal Mail do when airfield closes?


	The Royal Mail do not operate from Filton and have also ceased their operations at Bristol Airport.



	17
	Core Strategy is scheduled to be reviewed in September.  Henbury ward would like to be included in this discussion.  


	South Gloucestershire Council to consider request.

	18
	What will the impact on the area be?  Need to look at the infrastructure.


	The impact on the area will be worked through the planning process with all necessary statutory bodies to ensure the best outcome.


	19
	What can be done to fight the closure of the airfield?


	The decision to close the airfield has been taken.

	20
	Is the cost of the runway repairs the main reason for the airfield closing?  


	Regular surveys of the runway show the surface to be in good condition.  

	21


	Couldn’t smaller business model be considered to keep airfield open?

	No

	22
	If someone came forward with a viable plan for daytime flights would there be more potential?


	The decision to close the airfield has been taken.

	23
	Can the BAE board of directors explain the reason for the decision to close – is it down to finance?


	The airfield operation is not viable into the future.

	24
	What alternative plans are Airbus providing for travel to Broughton and Toulouse and transportation of wings because the airfield is closing 


	Airbus is looking at a range of options involving Bristol International Airport to transport our employees to Toulouse, see answer 4 reference the A400M wing movements.


	25
	Is it necessary for Airbus to have an aircraft to carry out the fuel testing?   


	No, the fuel test facility can operate effectively without the need for live aircraft to be present.

	26
	What is the cost to Airbus to use the airport?  


	This information is confidential.

	27
	Will the Fire Service go all together?  


	Nothing has been decided yet and this is currently under review.


	28
	Will Airbus move their operations from the Filton site?


	No, in fact we are investing in multi-million pound new facilities at Filton which will be opened in 2013.


	29
	Bristol City Council should be involved in future plans.


	South Gloucestershire Council to consider.

	30
	Are Airbus employees’ livelihoods threatened by the closure of the airport?


	No
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