FILTON AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING
NOTES FROM THIRTY-EIGHTH MEETING HELD AT 
BAE SYSTEMS, AVIATION SERVICES, FILTON ON WEDNESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2010
PRESENT:-

Alan Haile


-
Airfield Manager, BAE Systems Aviation Services – 





filtonairport.admin@baesystems.com
Peter Jones


-
Head of BAE Systems Aviation Services

Neil Higgs


-
Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council – 





neil.higgs@southglos.gov.uk
Tim Clarke


-
Bristol City Council – tim.clarke@bristol.gov.uk
Cllr Lew Gray


-
Patchway Town Council – lewis.gray3@btinternet.com

Tony Duffy


-
Rolls Royce – tony.duffy@rolls-royce.com
Cllr Brian Allinson

-
South Gloucestershire Council 
Cllr Mark Weston

-
Bristol City Council, Henbury Ward – 







mark.weston@bristol.gov.uk

Cllr Brian Hopkinson

-
Bradley Stoke Central and Stoke Lodge – 







brian.hopkinson@southglos.gov.uk
Cllr Peter Tyzack

-
South Gloucestershire Council –






peter.tyzack@southglos.gov.uk 

Cllr Roger Hutchinson
-
South Gloucestershire Council






roger.hutchinson@southglos.gov.uk
Mark Robbins


-
Airbus UK

APOLOGIES:-
Cllr Jan Woodley

-
South Gloucestershire Council – 








jan.woodley@southglos.gov.uk 
Cllr Chris Windows

-
Bristol City Council, Henbury Ward – 







chris.windows@bristol.gov.uk
Cllr Pat Hockey

-
South Gloucestershire Council – 








pat.hockey@southglos.gov.uk
Cllr Sheila Cook

-
South Gloucestershire Council – 








sheila.cook@southglos.gov.uk 

Cllr Eurof Lewis

- 
Winterbourne Parish Council – 








euroflewis@blueyonder.co.uk
Vicky Runcie


-
Airbus

1
NOTES OF LAST MEETING – Agreed
2
MATTERS ARISING

Henbury Resident
In regard to the abusive emails the matter was taken up with police and the complainant was sent an email by Airport Manager and the Police.  TC also sent letter to which he had a reply.  No more emails of this nature received at Filton.

Aeros Visit
Since the last meeting AH has spoken with Aeros, who are quite happy to accommodate a visit from any members interested.  Members to contact AH if they would like a visit arranged.

3
AIRFIELD ACTIVITIES
Movements
Movements are approx 4,000 lower than 2009, the weekend closure is the main reason for this.  Generally the figures show a reduction in General Aviation which is likely to be due to the economic climate.  However corporate numbers are slightly up on 2009.
Weekend Closure
AH announced at the last meeting that the Airport would probably be closing at weekends as from week beginning 2nd August.  It is confirmed that the airport has closed operations at weekends with a slight reduction in staff.  A number of aircraft operators have left the airport but the training schools have remained.  The airport will support Airbus for any weekend operations that become necessary.  PT asked if ATC remained open at weekends but AH explained that there was no requirement for ATC with the airspace being controlled by Bristol or Cardiff.  Normal rules of the air apply.  

TC asked on how many occasions since August the airport had opened at the weekend and AH informed him just for the Airbus Family Day. 

NH asked whether the weekend closure will affect the Core Strategy work.  The contour models may need to be looked at if the movements continue to decrease, as he feels the contours will be challenged.  May need to discuss what will happen in 10 years time. PT thought the number of movements would increase with the introduction of any new business at the airport.  BH stated that the airport is here and an increase of housing should not be allowed if this is just a temporary measure.  BA said that when the airport was closed some years ago, re-opening caused problems due to the fact that residents had become used to the closure.  AH stated that the weekend closure would be subject to regular review.  
Helicopter Operations
BAE Systems have requested to fly a helicopter over the Airbus/BAE systems site on Saturday 6th November from 10:30 to 12:30.  The helicopter will be flying low over the site.  No landing will take place at Filton during this operation. 
Families Day
A fantastic day enjoyed by over 30,000 people.  The 3 hour flying display was extremely successful with a variety of new and old aircraft, which included the A380 and the Vulcan.  

Emergency Exercise
On 16th November from 14:00 – 16:00 a table top emergency exercise will take place, involving all agencies.    This is to make sure all departments are aware of how to respond.  The exercise will be named Exercise Panama.  BA asked if South Gloucestershire Council should be involved to test their responses, but AH explained that they would be notified at the time of the exercise. 

4
COMPLAINTS
Airport
20 complaints received this year so far, which compares with 2009.  Noise and low flying make up the majority of the number of complaints received.   
South Gloucestershire Council

6 noise complaints had been received since the last meeting.  2 others had been received for fumes.  One of these 2 complaints was from Filton Avenue, with photographs showing aircraft trails.   The 2nd of these complaints was from a school which raised concern.  NH contacted Rolls Royce and Filton Airport.  Investigations were carried out and the fumes were thought to be from Rolls Royce.  

Bristol City Council 

12 complaints received this year from one regular complainant plus other complaints re circuits.  There has been a significant reduction in complaints received.  No contact with BCC has been made by CALF, although MW has spoken directly with them.  

Families Day

AH received a letter from Charlotte Leslie, MP, enclosing a complaint from a Brentry resident complaining of a red helicopter and the flying display.  AH has replied to Ms Leslie explaining that the flying display was agreed with the CAA in advance.  Two independent officials were monitoring the display on the day.  AH showed the flying display area and the circuits flown.   There are videos on UTube which clearly show the routes taken by the aircraft, including the Vulcan.  CW asked if the aircraft had gone out of the approved area, what would happen.  AH explained that this would be reported to the CAA and that display could be stopped if the breach continued.   The red helicopter was flying south close to the railway line and was flying in accordance with the rules of the air.  
5 AIRBUS
Airbus Update

CW asked MR what the impact was on Airbus with the government spending cuts.  MR said it was too soon to comment on this but there was no impact as yet.  The A400M is still going ahead which is managed by a government department.  They are still in discussion and MR is not aware of any signature status at present.  

NH asked about Airbus’ future plans as the runway is a very important asset, which is used to fly the A400M wings to Toulouse.  MR explained that work on the Airbus wings was in progress and planned to continue.   Airbus has a 10-25 year strategy for the Filton site.  

NH said the council would need evidence of the continued Airbus support.  MR said plans had been submitted for the village at the end of the runway and presented to the local authority. 
Concorde Move
BH asked what is happening with Concorde since the closure of the visitor centre on 15th October.  MR explained that BA (owners of the aircraft) had identified major corrosion.  Repairs need to be carried out under cover to hopefully return the aircraft to its original condition.    MW asked the timescale for this but MR informed the committee that technicians would need to inspect the aircraft to assess the work required.  BH stated that at a recent council meeting the security of the aircraft was questioned while the work was being carried out.  The Brabazon Hangar has access control and is very secure with regular patrols being carried out.

MW requested an update on the work required once it had been decided.  MR to provide this.  It was asked if the cost of repair was an issue but this does not appear to be a problem.

6  
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Patchway Town Council

AH received a letter from Patchway Town Council asking about the weekend closure, to which he will respond.  LG explained that residents thought the closure was caused by the number of complaints received but this is not the case.

Police Helicopter
With the recent announcement of government cuts, AH asked BA to comment on the Western Counties Air Operations Unit, as he is the Police Liaison Representative.  BA explained that due to the cuts a National Police Aviation Service will be created.  The Bristol helicopter may be relocated to Colerne to also cover the Wiltshire area.   It is expected that nationally the British Transport Police will control the service, with cuts to the number of helicopters and operational bases.  If local councils want to make known their feelings on this, it is best to contact the local police authority.   If WCAOU moves from Filton this will of course affect the movement figures.  

7 
CHAIRPERSON FOR NEXT MEETING – Alan Haile
8
MEETING DATES FOR 2011:       





Wednesday 30th March





Wednesday 20th July





Wednesday 16th November

AH/SB
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