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NOTES OF LAST MEETING – Agreed
2
MATTERS ARISING

Air Traffic Control Visit

NH and TC were invited to visit ATC on Thursday 15th October.  Both agreed this was a very useful visit and helped to clear some of the misconceptions.  Not all small aircraft are on training circuits and in fact there are a high number of non training flights arriving and departing at the airport.  This may explain why residents feel that the number of training aircraft has increased.  The point of turn was discussed with the ATC Manager, which will prove very helpful when dealing with complaints.  During the   visit 3 out of 4 aircraft were not training with 1 Aeros aircraft departing for the Isle of Wight.  Unfortunately the cloud level was low on the day of the visit which did not allow NH and TC to view more flights.  
TC and NH recommended that representative members of CALF should visit ATC.  CALF state they have video evidence of low flying and TC thought it would be useful if they could discuss this with the ATC Manager.   JW has seen the video evidence and understands CALF’s complaints.  TC thought the misconceptions could be explained to the CALF representatives if they visited.    AH said he would consider a proposal for the visit to ATC by CALF.  NH/TC will produce notes of their visit and would provide a copy to be attached to the minutes of this meeting.

JW asked for confirmation that visiting aircraft are controlled by ATC as to which circuit they use.  AH confirmed this was the case.
SS raised concern that the small air strip near Winterbourne added to the problem but BA explained that there are few flights from here.  

EL asked if the ATC records could show the split in General Aviation of circuit training and general flights.  AH thought this may be possible and would speak to the ATC Manager.  

TC asked if it would be possible for the controller to record each time flights were diverted from one circuit to another and the reason for this.  AH stated that this would be too time-consuming.  TC confirmed that the circuit for the week is displayed on the console in ATC.
SS asked about the Cotswolds and other high ground affecting aircraft heights.  AH explained that for circuit aircraft the heights are centred on the runway and therefore for persons on higher ground than the runway the aircraft would be lower and of course on ground lower than the runway the aircraft would be higher.  
Stan Sims 
As there has been no notification of a replacement for SS, he was attending the meeting today.
3
COMPLAINTS
Airport

AH displayed the graph for 2009 – 19 complaints received so far.  Light aircraft circuits are still the majority of complaint, although in February the highest number of complaints were received for the noise produced by snow clearing overnight.  
PT stated that residents mistakenly think that Filton has control over military aircraft outside of the air traffic zone and thought the military complaints telephone number should be publicised.  

South Gloucestershire Report

7 complaints received since the July meeting regarding circuits and 1 for ground running of aircraft.  NH reported concern from residents about an increase in flights and he recently visited a complainant in Stoke Gifford.  There was some misunderstanding by this resident and NH has since written a letter pointing out the facts.  
Royal Mail operations at Filton seems to be a concern but AH reaffirmed that he is not in discussion with them at all.  Some residents feel that aircraft that fly over this area late evening are Royal Mail flights into Filton.  This is not the case and these aircraft are probably flying over  Filton once ATC is closed on the way to Bristol International Airport.  
NH confirmed that South Gloucestershire Council have no powers over the amount of traffic at Filton as the movements are within the licence.  Filton are operating legally and in agreement with the CAA licence and local planning authority.  

JW expressed concern that the Northfield development would bring in many more complaints.

Bristol City Council Report

Since the last meeting 32 email complaints have been received, 30 from one householder and 2 others.  Low flying and change of circuits are the main causes of complaint.  2 other complaints were received.  

NH and TC are planning to put together a computer file for complaints which could be added to the Bristol Filton website.    
4
AIRFIELD ACTIVITES

Movements

AH showed the 2007/2008/2009 graph.  Movements are in line with the 2007 figures, higher than 2008.  By the end of the year this would amount to approximately 25,000 – 26,000 movements.  There was a higher peak during September than in previous years due mainly to the good weather.   The breakdown of these figures are: General Aviation 64%, Helicopter/Police 11%, Military 3%, Weather Diversions 1% and Corporate 21%.  
Airbus Schedule

The new schedule for staff travelling to Broughton and Tolouse has been introduced using an Embraer 145.  This service is working very well with no problems so far.  

Emergency Exercise

The Exercise was held on 7th July 2009.   Over 100 personal were involved from the outside emergency services as well as Airbus and BAE Systems staff.  An aircraft crash on the runway was simulated with a resulting fire.   The exercise tested the efficiency of the inter service communications and command and control of the incident.  Our thanks to volunteers from Bristol College and Airbus who role played as passengers on the day.  They proved a valuable aid for the emergency staff in gaining experience of an aircraft accident.  
Post the exercise the Filton team visited BIA to view their procedures and there are plans to get commonality between Filton and BIA.    

Radar
The new 511 radar has now been installed and the 264 removed.  The 511 is now in operation and working well.  Temporary approval has been granted by the CAA, waiting for the completion of 
all documentation before giving full approval.  Further to the installation trials have taken place to mitigate the operation of proposed wind turbines in the area.  These trials have proved inconclusive and further research needs to be completed.  
 In response to questions from the group AH confirmed that he has received a number of enquiries to develop wind turbines with two planned in close proximity to the airport.   AH is working with the planners and developers to find mitigations for these.  
5 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

100 Year Celebration
VR informed the committee that the launch date for the celebration is 19th February 2010.  There will be activities throughout the Bristol area and a Families Day at Filton is planned for 18th September.  AH explained that the Families Day is being held in conjunction with Airbus, Rolls Royce and Kemble Airfield.  There will be a number of military aircraft and many static displays of old Bristol built aircraft.  The air display will be co-ordinated jointly between Filton and Kemble Airfields, though some restrictions will apply at Filton.  
SS informed the committee that Rolls Royce are planning to build a replica of one of the Bristol aircraft.  A book is also to be produced on the history of the aircraft industry in this area. 

Catbrain Lane

Housing is apparently planned next to the boundary of the airport and close to the approach and departure areas.  A strategy meeting is being held by South Gloucestershire Council on 5th November.   There have been discussions between BAE Systems and South Gloucestershire Council to provide evidence of future activities at the airport.  
Defra Roadshow

A roadshow has been held in Bristol discussing the European directive on noise/quiet areas and the noise contours mapping that will be required.  These requirements are subject to population density and the noise source in the area.
Filton has produced a noise map to meet the propose standard but have been informed that the airfield will not be included in at least the first part of the directive.  
Viridor

NH informed the meeting that South Gloucestershire Council has a meeting with Viridor on 5th November to discuss the bird problem.  AH agrees that the bird population around the Viridor site is a real concern and will arrange for the airport Bird Management Team to assess the site and work with Viridor. 
Open Day South Gloucestershire

It has been recommended that the air raid shelters in Filton Airport should be opened to the public on the open day scheme.  AH explained that access to the shelters is blocked and it would not be possible for the public to go inside.
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CHAIRPERSON FOR NEXT MEETING – Stan Sims
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MEETING DATES FOR 2010:
 Wednesday 10th March






 Wednesday 7th July







 Wednesday 3rd November 

NOTES OF VISIT TO AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL ATC– FILTON

1400 – 1600 HRS ON 15 OCTOBER 2009

Present:
  Leo Marriot – ATC Manager,Filton (LM)



  Tim Clarke  - Bristol City Council (TC)



  Neil Higgs   - South Gloucestershire Council (NH)

Addendum to: Tim Clark’s Comprehensive Notes:  Circuit Trainer Flights

1. Main issue of height of A/C allegedly less than 1500 or event 1,000 feet at point of turn.

2. Established visible light aircraft are NOT all doing training circuits. FACG believed most small aircraft were circuits.  Approx 20% are private owner flights out of Filton – to be verified with AH (Alan Haile, Airfield Manager).

3. Typically small aircraft/circuits movements, given as 16,000 p.a. BUT 13,000 likely to be only circuits.

4. Point of Turn queries by resident particularly troubled.

5. LM explained pilots not flying strictly to grid reference – but all agreed to reach 1500’ straight ahead before Turn; BUT non-circuit small aircraft will get to 1,000 then go out of controlled airspace.

6. Increasing straight ahead will increase length of circuit and lengthen time of ‘exposure’.  

7. All agreements subject to safety and rules of flying – instructions of Tower monitoring other aircraft in Filton’s Controlled Airspace.

8. 7 – 8 minutes is average circuit duration.  At 70 knots average speed = 1 mile a minute and a take off takes 2 minutes to climb to required height.

9. 2 flying clubs = BAe – Aeros – 4 a/c

                                      Bac                -  2 a/c

Both clubs rigidly abide by agreed changes to North and South circuits, and do alternate the circuits weekly.

10. Open invitation for FACG members and key residents to visit ATC.  TC & NH believe AH offered this to key residents (CALF)

11. Bad weather training WILL mean occasional low flying to meet Pilot Training Syllabus – may need to clarify how intensive and often this takes place. LM clearly intimated an open arrangement to safeguard training FACG may debate restrictions for clarification.

12. LM discussed 2006 movements e.g. 400 circuits in August = 800 movements = 10,000 ATMs out of 13,000 in total; so 3,000 were private flyers.

13. Visited tower and LM confirmed better to fly southern circuit as more visual control; northern circuit restricted by small wooded area in the Northfield area.

Neil Higgs

19.10.09

Notes of visit to Air traffic Control, Filton Airfield 




14.00 – 16.10 
15 October 2009 

Present: 
Leo M 
 ATC Manager Filton, (LM)



Neil Higgs, South Glos Council, (NH)



Tim Clarke, Bristol City Council, (TC)

There was no circuit flying at that time as the cloud base was approx. 1000’ and has to be at 1500’ for circuit flying.

NH explained that this meeting had been arranged as local residents’ concerns, voiced on behalf of their pressure group, Campaign Against Low Flying (CALF) had been expressed through the FACG that training flights were flying significantly lower than the 1500’ agreed for the circuit flying.

TC also said that there were also concerns about perception that trainer flights were frequently making turns well before reaching 1500’ and often within airfield perimeter, with resultant overflight over the Brentry area at low altitude, and that there were frequent excursions from the North/South week on/week off arrangement.

It was also thought that there was a general misconception that all single-engined light aircraft flights were training flights but this was probably not the case.

LM firstly reiterated that it is extremely difficult for any person on the ground to estimate the height of planes in the air, even for practised and experienced people. He advised he is a pilot himself and has given evidence in court as an expert witness about how difficult it is. 

He explained the following:

Circuit flying

Planes normally fly straight ahead to 1500’ before making their turn. This only applies to circuit flights and there were frequently other light aircraft departing the airfield on longer routes which would generally reach 1000’ before turning and departing the locality – these could be gong in any direction. (see later note regarding specific instances raised by TC)

However requirement for safety of all aircraft in flight can over-ride any other concerns, for example noise, circuit location, etc., and ATC may direct planes to turn earlier if necessary for aircraft safety reason providing they have reached 500’.

The southern circuits are tighter to the airfield than the northern ones to try and minimise noise impacts on a wide area of residential properties. In the southern circuit aircraft tend to try and fly in the area above the railway line on the southern side of the airfield and a circuit has an average time of around 6-7 mins. The northern one goes further out again to avoid more densely populated areas and takes around 9-10 mins.

TC advised that there was a perception with the local residents that given the specification of the planes, the rate of climb, and ground speed when at the required height etc, that it was impossible for them to achieve the circuit in 7 mins. and fly out towards Haw Wood before making the turn and residents believed that corners were being cut. LM advised that he considered that they were achieving the correct height and that depending on the wind speed in a head-wind the required height would be gained in a shorter distance relative to the ground, ie the wind speed does not affect the rate of climb, however it does affect the gradient of the climb.

LM advised that there were a number of single-engined light aircraft based at the airfield, BAe Club had 2, Aeros 4 and a number of individual owners so many of the so-called training flights were these other planes as well as the Aeros planes.

LM then explained the different scenarios which would result in aircraft flying below the normal circuit height of 1500’.

· Pilots required to divert for safety reasons by ATC

· The Pilot’s licence syllabus requirement for a bad-weather circuit, i.e they had to fly at a lower height, usually requiring the student pilot to overfly the airfield visually, not lower than 500’ but this would only be one circuit at a time and depend on at what point the student is in the syllabus. LM thought this would not exceed 2-3 times per day.

· Simulated loss of power – where instructor would throttle right back at some point and student would have to respond by trimming plane to glide at certain speed, select a potential landing sight and turn towards it, at which point the instructor would allow the student to throttle-on and begin powered flight again.

LM explained that that training flights only reflect a proportion of the light aircraft flights and explained statistics showing this – Aug 09 showed 1500 such movement but looking at his records he considered that circuits only accounted for around 800 of these. He was asked for some more specific detail to be presented at the next FACG.

TC said that at the last FACG he had asked that ATC record any occasions that they had diverted circuits away from the North or South so that it could be cross-checked against complaints made by local residents – LM advised that he was very reluctant to ask his staff to do that because they had enough to do with ensuring safe operations of aircraft in the vicinity of the airfield without having to do that as well, and he wanted them to concentrate on their required tasks 

LM then explained that in his view operating the northern circuit compromises safety as the Visual Control section of ATC cannot keep planes on this circuit in visual contact during the circuit, partly due to trees, orientation and construction of the control tower and distance that they fly north, whereas circuits to the south would be in sight throughout. He also seemed to indicate that although the southern circuit was introduced in 2001 it tended to be used almost exclusively from around 2004/5 – which NH/TC agreed coincided with the sudden prevalence of complaints on the Bristol side.

LM explained that in fact the convention was to fly left-handed circuits because the pilot sits on the left side of the cockpit and is then ideally positioned to have a clear view when making turns. 

NH asked about the position on the runway where the planes begin their roll to take-off. LM advised that for 27 this was always at the runway threshold which was at the end of the taxiway, whereas for 09 this meant planes had to taxi to midway then go further along the runway and turn at a point which gives sufficient runway length to take off safely – this point was dependent on the type of plane.

LM advised that Aeros planes normally booked out for an hour – but this was chock-to-chock time and airborne time was probably only 50 mins of this thus there would be a max of 7 circuits (South) or 5/6 (North) with maximum of 2 planes in the circuit, but other routine flights of GA aircraft at the same time could be construed as being trainer flights. 

We then visited the tower to see the radar control part, and the visual control section at the top of the tower. From the visual tower LM showed the planes on the ground outside the hangars predominantly Cherokees, including the trainers) all of which looked very similar contributing to the potential confusion between trainers and others.

From identification of records and ‘Strips’ used to monitor the flights at the time LM explained the aircraft that TC had received email complaints about not adhering to the north-south split – these were mainly other private GA flights going away from the airfield to other locations, including Bournemouth, Colerne, however one was a trainer aircraft but on a flight routed through to the IoW.

Tim Clarke

16 October 2009

AH1391/SB
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