FILTON AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING
NOTES FROM THIRTY-SEVENTH MEETING HELD AT 
BAE SYSTEMS, AVIATION SERVICES, FILTON ON WEDNESDAY 7 JULY 2010
PRESENT:-

Alan Haile


-
Airfield Manager, BAE SYSTEMS Aviation Services – 





filtonairport.admin@baesystems.com
Neil Higgs


-
Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council – 





neil.higgs@southglos.gov.uk
Tim Clarke


-
Bristol City Council – tim.clarke@bristol.gov.uk
Cllr Lew Gray


-
Patchway Town Council – lewis.gray3@btinternet.com

Cllr Eurof Lewis

- 
Winterbourne Parish Council – 








euroflewis@blueyonder.co.uk
Cllr Stan Sims


-
Filton Town Council – jackstan01@yahoo.co.uk 

Tony Duffy


-
Rolls Royce – tony.duffy@rolls-royce.com
Cllr Mark Weston

-
Bristol City Council, Henbury Ward – 







mark.weston@bristol.gov.uk

Cllr Brian Hopkinson

-
Bradley Stoke Central and Stoke Lodge – 







brian.hopkinson@southglos.gov.uk
Cllr Peter Tyzack

-
South Gloucestershire Council –






peter.tyzack@southglos.gov.uk 

Cllr Frank Middleton

-
Stoke Gifford Parish Council –






fmiddleton6@googlemail.com 
Vicky Runcie


-
Airbus

APOLOGIES:-
Cllr Jan Woodley

-
South Gloucestershire Council – 








jan.woodley@southglos.gov.uk 
Cllr Chris Windows

-
Bristol City Council, Henbury Ward – 







chris.windows@bristol.gov.uk
Cllr Roger Hutchinson
-
South Gloucestershire Council






roger.hutchinson@southglos.gov.uk
Cllr Pat Hockey

-
South Gloucestershire Council –

Cllr Jenny Smith

-
Bristol City Council, Southmead Ward 







jenny.smith@bristol.gov.uk 

Cllr Sheila Cook

-
South Gloucestershire Council – 








sheila.cook@southglos.gov.uk 

1
NOTES OF LAST MEETING – Agreed
2
MATTERS ARISING

Military Aircraft

The contact number for military aircraft complaints has been added to the Bristol Filton website.
Complaints 
At the last meeting it was decided that MW would speak to the Henbury complainant about his unreasonable emails but when he called during the election there was no-one at home.  AH to send letter to resident and copy TC.

3
COMPLAINTS
12 complaints received so far this year, mainly for noise and low flying.  Numbers compare with those in 2009.  AH has received emails from FM voicing his resident’s concerns regarding operations at the airfield.  AH informed FM that the airport operates legally to the Rules of the Air, CAA and local plans.  AH explained that it would be more helpful if the specific details of the  complaint (date, time, type of complaint etc) were given.   FM stated that residents complain mainly about noise and pollution.  Stoke Gifford school is concerned about low flying over the school.  

South Gloucestershire

11 complaints received since the last meeting, mainly concerning noise plus 2 regarding fumes.  NH has visited some complainants, but his main concern is Stoke Gifford School.  Recently there was a complaint received from the school which coincided with an aircraft departing from Filton.  NH sent letter to FM explaining that the council has no powers and can only investigate the problem.  Ground running at the Airport has caused problems in the past but this operation has moved to the southern end of the runway to alleviate complaints.

PT wanted to know how South Gloucestershire dealt with the complaint from the school.  NH explained that he immediately emailed Rolls Royce and the Airport.  There is also a hot line to Rolls Royce.  It is difficult to obtain immediate evidence and the council have no statutory powers in dealing with the problem.  The Test Facility is exempt but the processes have changed and less fumes are caused.  TD explained that Rolls Royce have a procedure whereby the testing team are asked to take note of weather conditions at the time but during any test the weather conditions can change.  It is very difficult to justify calling the test off but if necessary it will be shut down if causing problems.   It is always best to ring at the time of the problem, so that investigations can be made.  NH reminded the committee that a public meeting was held in 2002 to resolve the complaints and the Adour engine testing was moved to Derby.

FM commented that the fumes can come either from aircraft operations or engine testing.  AH advised that planned engine runs are decreasing and it is unlikely that prolonged problems with odour would be due to the scheduled aircraft movements unless the take off was delayed which is unusual at Filton.  It is important to receive these types of complaints quickly to identify the cause.  
NH suggested that discussion should be made on how to make the information clear to residents and maybe an article should be added to the South Gloucestershire News which is distributed in the area.  

BH said it is up to Councillors to talk to their residents to gain information from them.  He does not receive any complaints regarding the airport.    LG also confirmed that he receives no complaints from residents in his parish. 

MW told the committee that he gets dozens of complaints from Henbury residents, in particular for Aeros Flying Club and low flying.  AH accepts that it is difficult it is to gauge heights of aircraft.  BH suggested Aeros have an open day, so that residents can view the operations themselves.  AH will suggest this to Aeros.  

Bristol City Council

Since last meeting 15 complaints received regarding the North/South circuits.  The committee discussed whether returning to the normal circuit height of 1,000ft would create less noise and thought a trial could be carried out to investigate this.  Public feedback could be obtained.  

AH explained that to enable the airport to identify the aircraft, the registration if possible or the exact time of the occurrence would help.

4
AIRFIELD ACTIVITES

Movements

11,000 movements this year so far, slightly less than 2009.   There will most likely be a reduction over the year due to the change in operations.   TC asked if the figures could be shown on a daily/weekly basis.  AH said he would take advice from ATC.
SS asked what commitment Airbus had to the airfield.  There are concerns that if Airbus move their manufacturing to another site, housing will take over the land.  VR informed the committee that Airbus are ramping up the A400M wing manufacture and there are plans for new design offices and the refurbishment of Pegasus House.  

The Pie chart shows an increase in General Aviation, with Corporate and Military operations down.  NH asked if Airbus operations are included in the corporate figures.  AH confirmed this.  VR informed the committee there should be an increase in Beluga ramp operations next year, which was a more economic option than transporting by road etc.  

PT asked if the presentation given to parliamentary candidates by Airbus could be shown to the FACG and VR said she would make enquiries to see if this could be brought to the next committee meeting.  It was also suggested that information from this could be added to the Community Magazine.  

Corporate Operations

AH explained that the airport had lost two maintenance businesses from the Brabazon Hangar plus company shuttles from other BAE sites had ceased this year but the Airbus company movements have increased.  BAE are actively looking for other businesses to bring aircraft into Filton.  

Airfield Review

Because of reduction and loss of revenue the airport is unable to maintain the current hours of operation. A review has been carried out and the plan is to close to weekend operations for the foreseeable future commencing week beginning 2nd August 2010.  However to meet customer delivery to programme there may be a need to operate occasionally at weekends no more than 10 times a year and would involve only limited aircraft arriving/departing (no circuit flying etc).   A review of airport staff numbers has also been carried out and some staff are at risk of redundancy.  Seven private operators plan to leave the airport at the end of July with the training schools remaining at Filton.  

Open Day

Airbus Families Day will be held on Saturday 18th September 2010. Further to the A380, A400M, Spitfire, Mustang, A320, Police/Air Ambulance Helicopters in attendance, the Vulcan is also planning a visit along with World War 1 vintage aircraft and special aerobatics aircraft.  Pleasure flights are also planned with helicopters and twin prop aircraft.

There will also be many other events on site for the day, with the Brabazon hangar and Concorde open.  
5 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Stoke Gifford Council has no clerk at the present time.  Any correspondence should be sent to Linda Brown.  

A replica of fighter aircraft is being produced at Filton for show at the Families Day.  
A church service is to be held in memory of local people who died at the Bristol factory during the 2nd World War.  

BAC 100 – A book has been produced for schools and a book titled “Take Flight” was given to all employees.  

6  
CHAIRPERSON FOR NEXT MEETING – Mark Weston
7
MEETING DATE FOR 2010:       Wednesday 3rd November 
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