FILTON AIRFIELD CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETING
NOTES FROM THIRTY-SIXTH MEETING HELD AT 
BAE SYSTEMS, AVIATION SERVICES, FILTON ON WEDNESDAY 14 APRIL 2010
PRESENT:-

Alan Haile


-
Airfield Manager, BAE SYSTEMS Aviation Services – 





filtonairport.admin@baesystems.com
Neil Higgs


-
Community Services, South Gloucestershire Council – 





neil.higgs@southglos.gov.uk
Tim Clarke


-
Bristol City Council – tim.clarke@bristol.gov.uk
Cllr Lew Gray


-
Patchway Town Council – lewis.gray3@btinternet.com

Cllr Eurof Lewis

- 
Winterbourne Parish Council – 








euroflewis@blueyonder.co.uk
Cllr Roger Hutchinson
-
South Gloucestershire Council





roger.hutchinson@southglos.gov.uk

Cllr Stan Sims


-
Filton Town Council – jackstan01@yahoo.co.uk 

Tony Duffy


-
Rolls Royce – tony.duffy@rolls-royce.com
Cllr Mark Weston

-
Bristol City Council, Henbury Ward – 







mark.weston@bristol.gov.uk

Cllr Brian Hopkinson

-
Bradley Stoke Central and Stoke Lodge – 







brian.hopkinson@southglos.gov.uk
APOLOGIES:-
Cllr Jan Woodley

-
South Gloucestershire Council – 








jan.woodley@southglos.gov.uk

Cllr Chris Windows

-
Bristol City Council, Henbury Ward – 







chris.windows@bristol.gov.uk
Cllr Peter Tyzack

-
South Gloucestershire Council –






peter.tyzack@southglos.gov.uk 

Vicky Runcie


-
Airbus

1
NOTES OF LAST MEETING – Agreed
2
MATTERS ARISING

Military Aircraft

It was agreed that the telephone number for Military aircraft complaints should be added to Council’s and Filton Airport’s websites.  Post Meeting Note:  Tel.no. added to Filton Website.
Circuits
AH explained that Touch and Goes (Missed approaches) are included in the movements for the airfield (circuits).  There were 3,271 in 2009.  These are often carried out by twin engined aircraft.  

3
COMPLAINTS
The Airport received 18 complaints during 2009.  The majority were for small aircraft that are seen as a noise nuisance.  So far in 2010 4 complaints have been received

AH received an email from TC informing him of a complaint from a resident about the Spitfire flying at 10 pm at night at only 100ft. over their house.     Filton is not open at that time but the Spitfire did depart from Filton at 10 am the same morning.    AH has spoken to the pilot who insists he was flying correctly and would like to get in touch with the complainant to explain his procedure.  AH to inform the pilot to send email to TC who will forward to person concerned.  

BH commented that planes are often thought to be flying lower than they actually are as it is difficult to gauge the height from the ground.

Filton Airport have been receiving abusive emails from a resident in Henbury for some time and although AH has responded to the resident advising that he needs to be more specific about his complaint.  However the emails continue in the same manner.  The concern is that these emails can be considered as a threat to staff at the airport, AH has taken advice and will ask the resident not to continue in this manner and TC to back up with a letter.  

NH asked what security measures are in place to prevent members of the public gaining access to the Airport.  AH advised that the airport has 24 hour security with patrols and all access to the area is restricted.  
TD remarked on the noise of the snow ploughs from during clearance operations.   AH explained that the airport had introduced a new clearing procedure which utilises snow ploughs for the majority of the clearing finishing with the brushes to clear the final layer of snow.  This method has shown no complaints for 2010.  Three ploughs were hired from South Gloucestershire Council to assist with clearing due to some mechanical problems and the prompt response from the South Gloucestershire team was much appreciated.  
The airport is planning to replace the brushes during 2010/2011.  EL advised that Department for Transport do sell second hand snow clearing equipment which would be ideal.  

South Gloucestershire Report

18 complaints received in the last 12 months.  NH has compiled a chart which he thinks should be used by both councils and the airport.  NH has looked at the trends over the last 10 years.  And discovered that the number of complaints have fallen for circuits due to the measures introduced by the committee.  No complaints for circuits have been received since the last meeting.  Complaints received have been concerning fumes and helicopter operations.   There was also a complaint about ground running at 01.00 one day this week but AH confirmed that no such operation had taken place.  
The fume complaint was received through a councillor but NH could not follow through because there was insufficient information.  Individuals need to complain with full details.  Stoke Gifford Parish Council have concerns for the local schools.  NH may attend the Parish Council meeting.
Bristol City Council

69 complaints in the last 12 months, 58 being from one individual resident.  Low flying and wrong direction circuits are the main cause of complaint.  Again more information is required with times and identification of aircraft.  14 Complaints received so far this year.  
TC asked if it would be possible for aircraft flying south to go out to the Severn but AH explained this would be out of the ATC zone.  

MW asked if the aircraft could fly to Hall Wood so that they would be higher which would cut down the noise.  AH to speak to ATC.  
4
AIRFIELD ACTIVITES

Movements

AH showed the 2008/2009/2010 graph.  Movements were higher in 2009 with approximately 27,000 recorded.  In 2010 the figures are slightly lower for February than 2009 because of the bad weather.  Corporate traffic has reduced in 2010.  

Shuttle Service

BAE Systems have reduced the number of operations at Filton which will affect the services provided by the Airport.  
One operator has had a difficult year so far and it was announced last week that their flying operations will cease for the short term and the fleet has been grounded.  This will have a significant effect on the revenue of the Airport.
Because of this AH informed the committee that he had been considering a number of options to help to reduce costs.  The review should be complete by the end of the month.  Any decision will be emailed to the members once made.

SS has received concerns from residents about the loss of the site and it being replaced with housing.  

100 Year Celebration

An excellent event which was enjoyed by all.  RH said how everyone was full of praise for the event.    SS remarked that the Beaufighter showed the history of the transport system in Bristol.  
AH informed the committee that Airbus is holding an Open Day for friends and families, planned for 18th September 2010.  30,000 people are expected to attend.  The plan is to have a 2 hour flying display on the day but there are limitations due to residential areas.  The A380, Beluga, A400M, A320, Spitfire, Mustang, the WCAOU and GWAA helicopters are all expected to take part plus other static displays.
5 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Rolls Royce
In March, a complaint was received by Rolls Royce via email through 3rd parties which was not very specific, but seemed to refer to the Marine Testing Plant on the North of the Site. It complained of polluting the Park, nearby housing estate and new Filton estate - there was no particular mention of smoke, noise or odour. It has to be recognised that in order to pass an engine to a customer, the engine must be test run through a designated programme of operation. Consequently, there will be gaseous emissions from the test bed stack and these cannot be avoided. However, they are little different to normal diesel car engine emissions. This particular engine is designed for Ship applications and produces minimal odour and/or visible emission. There are no restrictions on how often Rolls Royce can test, but there are only two more tests planned for the rest of 2010 commencing around September. No other complaints have been received and Rolls Royce does not accept they have done anything out of the ordinary that could give offence.

A second issue was a complaint, made directly to the Rolls Royce Hot Line Mobile, about the Power Station operations on 8th March. The Power Station is an IPPC authorised process (#AZ2350), which is regulated and controlled by the Environment Agency and, as such, is well managed and regularly audited. Any emissions are only those permitted in the terms of the Authorisation namely, Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx) & Carbon Monoxide (CO) both of which are transparent - there are no other controlled gases in the exhaust stream although there may be some water vapour (uncontrolled). There is also no volume flow limit and Rolls Royce have not had to formally report any exceedance in the past 18 months - and emissions are generally very much below the set limits. Although it does use a derivative of an Aero engine it actually runs on natural gas (never on fuel oil) and, apart from the scale, produces only the same combustion products as a kitchen gas cooker - only more efficiently. The power station runs only at times when the Grid Tariff is high enough to cover costs (usually peak load times in winter or evenings) and, as such, provides a vital top up to the country's power supplies. Again this operation should not give any offence.  
It seems that it takes time for complaints to reach Rolls Royce which causes a delay in them investigating the problem.  There is a special Hot Line for complaints and when a complaint is received investigations are carried out immediately.   15 complaints have been received by Rolls Royce but only 6 proved to be problems caused by them.   

NH informed the committee that 6 visits had been organised for councillors to visit the factory and test beds.
Site Tour

It was agreed that if any members wished to have a site tour at the next meeting AH would arrange.  
6  
CHAIRPERSON FOR NEXT MEETING – Alan Haile
7
MEETING DATES FOR 2010:       Wednesday 7th July







 Wednesday 3rd November 

AH/SB
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